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Abstract

This study aims to explore through Qur’anic Vrses and Islamic
Jurisprudence the state of sponsoring orphans and deprived children in Islam.
For the purpose of this study, the case of Palestinian orphans has been studied
as a case in point through the period extending from 1948 to 2005.

This study has been selected by this researcher in view of its
importance and vitality for the Muslim family, which is the cornerstone of
the Islamic society. Furthermore, and despite the fact that Muslim jurists
were concerned about this matter, it indeed, at least in this researcher’s
viewpoint, should be investigated through a modern approach that is useful
for scholars.

In addition, the Palestinian society, as a result of the Israeli occupation,
is full of great numbers of orphans who need social, financial and educational
care. To cater for these orphans there have to be institutions which provide
care and sound upbringing for these orphans.

Having examined the reality of this phenomenon in the theoretical and
field study part of this thesis, the researcher has built a questionnaire — as a
tool for the study — which was presented to some referees specialized in
education and postgraduate studies from among professors of Palestinian
universities. They provided the researcher with invaluable remarks pertaining
to some paragraphs and questions of the questionnaire.

These remarks were taken into consideration and the questionnaire was
re-written accoraingly.

The population of the study consists of all orphanages — 23 in number-
in the West Bank and Jerusalem. The researcher has used the surveying-
descriptive approach as an appropriate approach for the nature and objectives
of the study.

The results have been obtained by using the (SPSS) programme.

Results :

There has been some difference in the services provided for the orphans
attributed to the resources of the hosting societies and the financing parties.
Further, there has been a difference in the geographical distribution of
orphanages; it has turned out that the majority (39.13 %) of these are located
in Jerusalem alone, whereas some areas such as Jenin and Salfit have none of
these societies or orphanages.

There is no sufficient coordination or cooperation between societies or
orphanages in order to provide better care and services to orphans.




The number of social workers and psychologists in these societies 1s
not in proportion to the number of orphans and deprived children.

The percentage of male orphans against female ones is 61.3 % in these
orphanages.

It has also turned out that many of these orphanages lack modern
buildings and spacious courtyards that help orphans and deprived children to
spend their free time, especially those orphanages or houses whose services
are confined to female orphans.

There has also been some connection between the policy of the Israeli
occupation authorities and the scarcity of institutions catering for the needs of
orphans and deprived children. For example, these authorities control and
check on the aciivities of these institutions and prevent assistance to reach
them.

Recommendations :

1. There is dire need to organize providing care for and bringing up
orphans and deprived children in a sound and healthy manner. They
have to be provided with care in order to grow healthy in body and to
help them develop well-integrated characters through sound adaptation
to their society.

2. In addition, alternative families have to be made available for the
orphans and deprived children so as to provide them with security and
psychological and social stability. These alternative families should be
assisted financially and morally. =~ Moreover, hosting societies
(orphanages) should have their own financial resources through
income-generating projects.

3. Also the authorities concerned should take into consideration the
geographical distribution of these societies when they issue licences to
establish such societies.
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