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Israel's International Criminal and Civil Responsibility for its Grave

Violations in Rafah in 2014, in light of international law
"An Analytical Study"'

Prepared by: Rimah Khalid Ahmad Najajrah
Supervised by: Mohammad Fahad Shalaldeh

Abstract

This study seeks to investigate the grave Violations committed by the Israeli
Occupation Soldiers during the recent attack on Rafah year 2014. The
Military order “Hannibal Directive” for the soldiers to execute during the
launching of the military operation on Rafah by using a descriptive
analytical method.

I’ve divided this study into two chapters. The first chapter reviews the
violation of the military order “Hannibal Directive” in terms of its bases and
nature, which allows the violations of the rules of the International
Humanitarian Law that came to organize wars and armed conflicts aimed at
alleviating wars and their suffering for the individuals whom not involved in
the armed conflict. It also includes the consequences of the violation of the
rules of the International Humanitarian Law and the damage and suffering
resulting from such breach of the military order against the civilians and
civilian objects.

The second chapter dealt with the jurisdiction of the Criminal Court to
consider and hold accountable the perpetrators of those crimes in Rafah. In
the second chapter | also referred to the international responsibility in both
its criminal aspect and those who are criminally responsible for such crimes,
and the civil responsibility part and who bears this responsibility and who
compensate for such damage resulting from the violation of the rules of the
International Humanitarian Law and war crimes.

In the end, I’ve reached several conclusions, most importantly that the
“Hannibal Directive” military order does not comply with the provisions pf
the International Humanitarian Law, which obliges the parties of the armed

o



conflict into using certain methods and means of combat in order to
minimize the consequences and outcomes of that conflict.

The implementation of this military order allows random attacks without
discrimination or is suitable only to find the captured soldier. The capture of
the Israeli soldier is not necessarily a military necessity to design a military
campaign to deal with such case of a soldier capturing in which intensive
firing is allowed. Once the soldier is suspected to be in one of the
surrounding areas where the soldier was captured even if there were civilians
on a large scale, the use of intensive firing is allowed. The intensive firing is
allowed due that the International Humanitarian Law has especially
established a convention to protect captured soldiers and to take care of them
throughout the period of their captivity. In addition, the soldier’s capture or
death during any military operation or arm conflict is expected, which
confirms that a soldier’s capture is not a military necessity that calls for the
implementation of “Hannibal Directive” Order, because one of the
conditions that calls for such military necessity is that the circumstances is
unexpected to happen during a military operation or conflicts with armed
forces.
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