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Abstract

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Praise be to Allah, we thank Him, seek His help, and ask for His
forgiveness. May His peace be upon Prophet Muhammad.

This MA thesis, “Woman between Tradition and Modernity”,
addresses one of the most important issues in the world today. The
discussion exists in academic circles, as well as societal sectors.  This is of
utmost importance, for women issues, since the renaissance, reached all
parts of the world, the east and the west, to all nations under the rubric of
woman’s liberation.

The women liberation movement aims at establishing a worldview
that pleases the West, and embarrass the Islamic epistemological paradigm.
It aims at making the latter give in, and follow those who lead the said
liberation movement.

The secular western paradigm is being advanced to the whole global
village. This secular paradigm deprives Muslim women of their particular
status that bestowed upon them by the Shari'ah. It also leads to the
deconstruction of this Islamic position, leading them ultimately to melt and
join the borrowed modern paradigm.

Some Muslim intellectuals defended the Islamic worldview, some
defended the local cultural construct, and some reconciled themselves with
the secular paradigm to the degree of identifying totally with it.

What happened to women in the west does not prevent one from
reviewing the status of Muslim and Arab women, the latter in particular.
The general backwardness of the society did have a negative impact of her
original status which is part of the Islamic worldview, from which they have
been deprived.  Arab and Muslim women suffer from local cultural
Injustices that formed the psyche of men, in a way that has nothing to do
with the Qur’an and the Sunnah. The suffering of both, men and women, in
the Muslim world could be attributed to the lack of implementation of the
Shari“ah in the life of Muslims.

In this study, | will try to depart from this position to reflect the
reality of Muslim women in our contemporary society.

On the other hand, this thesis shows that Islam cares about woman,
and did not position her as an antagonist to man; rather, they complement
each other. One should recognize woman as a gentle creature who has
emotions and feelings! Yet, she is equally responsible like man, except
when the Shari ah relives her in certain cases as an exception.
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| have followed, in this thesis, what might be described as the Islamic
methodology, or paradigm, that portrays the relationship between human
beings on equal footing, regardless of their gender, wealth, or social status.

In addition, for the preservation of the Islamic identity, | returned to
the original primary resources, for we cannot perceive a present or a future
detached from the past.
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