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The impact of adopting good agricultural practices on increasing
profitability of value-added crops in the Jordan Valley

Prepared by: Sanaa Mohammad Bader Abu Ayash.
Supervisor: Dr. Thameen Hijawi

Abstract:

Good agricultural practices (GAP) are one of the distinctive agricultural methods that
ensure food safety and provide the necessary protection for the environment and
agriculture workers. This study aimed to contribute in building the knowledge framework
of the relationship between farmers’ application of good practices and their impact on the
profitability of value-added crops. It also tried to identify the degree of farmers' application
of all areas of good agriculture practices, including: (adoption good agricultural
practices, efficiency of GAP, farmers' awareness of GAP, the role of agricultural extension
in adopting GAP and knowing the cost of input prices.) Additionally, this study aimed to
identify the application’s impact of GAP on increasing the profitability of value-added
crops in the Jordan Valley, including: (cluster tomatoes, colored peppers) in terms of the
socio-economic characteristics of farmers applying the system of GAP and the efficiency
of the implementation of the Global GAP system. Furthermore, to recognize the role of
agricultural extension in raising farmers ‘awareness of adopting the system of GAP
methodology and the extent of farmers' awareness of the efficiency of applying the system
of GAP and the knowledge of production inputs.

The descriptive relational approach was adopted due to its relevance to the purposes of this
study. The study population consisted of all farmers (283) of the Jordan Valley area in
2018/2019, who are greenhouse farmers applying the Global GAP system and who do not
have the ratified certificate for value added crops, such as: (cluster tomatoes, cherry
tomatoes, colored peppers) The study sample numbered (56) farmers, and was selected by
regular random sampling.

To collect the data, the researcher used a questionnaire tool that has a high degree
of reliability and consistency.  Relative iterations, arithmetic averages, central

tendencies, Pearson Correlation tests, and one way analysis of variance were all used.



The results of the study showed a positive relationship between farmers' application of
good agricultural practices and increased profitability of value-added crops in the Jordan
Valley.

It also showed a positive relationship between the themes of the study: (adoption of
GAP, the efficiency of the application of GAP, farmers ‘awareness of GAP system, the role
of agricultural extension in the adoption of GAP, knowledge of the cost of production
input prices) and increase the profitability of agricultural crops of added value in the
Jordan Valley. There was a statistically significant positive correlation with regard to
cluster tomatoes corp, and a positive weak non - statistically significant correlation with
regard to colored pepper corp.

The results of the study showed that there is a difference in the profitability of farmers with
regard to value-added agricultural crops in the Jordan Valley between agriculture using
good practices and traditional agriculture where it was in favor of good practices
agriculture.

The study revealed that the degree of the study themes: (adoption GAP, the efficiency of
the application of GAP, was between large and very large, the role of agricultural
extension in the adoption of GAP, the theme of farmers awareness of the system of
GAP, knowledge of the prices of production inputs) were all between large and very large.
The study showed that there are differences between the arithmetic averages of the total
degree of agricultural practices and the axis of adoption of agricultural practices according
to the governorate variable (the differences were in favor of the governorates of Nablus
and Tubas); and there are differences between the total degree of agricultural practices and
all its themes according to the variable of obtaining the certificate of Global GAP, except
for the knowledge theme of production input prices.

The study recognized that there were no statistically significant differences between
farmers' application of GAP in all its themes according to the variables related to (the
farmer monthly income, the farmer age, agricultural tenure, the farmer membership in an
agricultural association).

The study showed that the Ministry of Agriculture is one of the most influential actors in
the application of good agricultural practices.

One of the most important recommendations of the study is to develop good agricultural
practices (Global Gap), measure its indicators and review plans , follow-up continuously
by the competent authorities in the Ministry of Agriculture, and the adoption of legal

legislation by the Palestinian Council of Ministers that obliges farmers to implement



GAP, and provide training for agricultural engineers working in public and private sectors
on efficiency of the application of tracking systems to help farmers implement the system
of GAP. A manual of good agricultural practices containing models for
documentation, follow-up and control should be prepared in line with the reality of
agriculture in Palestine. Finally, packaging agricultural products that are certified in GAP
in special packages labeled with special phrases that distinguish them from other products

to encourage consumers to buy them.
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