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The Contemporary Applications of Slaughter
in the Light of Islamic Jurisprudence

Prepared by: Feras Shqirat.
Supervisor: Dr. Mohammad Assaf.
Abstract:
This research aimed at demonstrating the slaughter method as defined by the Islamic law
(Sharia), stating the terms for each of the slaughterer, the sloughing machine (tool), and the
slaughtered, and then clarifying the Islamic ruling on the contemporary applications of
slaughter. I t is our duty as Muslims to be directors to any large or small issue, and
according to the Islamic law. This message came to clarify legal sentences that would
show a Muslim the lawfulness of his food so as to enjoying what he slaughters.
This research was divided into three sections- an introduction, three chapters and a
conclusion.
The introduction includes the goals of the research, its problem, its importance, the
justification for the choice of the subject, the research methodology, the previous studies,
and the research plan.
The first chapter was titled: The definition of slaughter, its legitimacy and its place of
occurrence. It includes three topics: the definition of slaughter linguistically and
idiomatically, the ruling of slaughter, its legitimacy and its philosophy, and then the place
of occurrence in the slaughtered body and the amount of the slaughter to be cut in the
process of slaughtering. In the third topic, I addressed the concept of the dead animals, and
[those animals] killed by strangling or by a violent blow by a head or by a long fall or by
the goring of horns, and those which a wild animal has eaten, except what you [are able to]
slaughter [before its death], and the philosophy in their prohibition.
The second chapter was titled: Conditions and rules of slaughter. It includes five topics. In
the first one, I discussed the terms and conditions of the slaughterer. In the second, I talked
about the definition and terms (conditions) of (the slaughtering machine (tool). The third
was for the state (condition) of the slaughtered animal. The fourth was for the preferences
in the process of slaughtering, and the fifth was for the prohibits and detestations in
slaughtering.
The third chapter was titled: The contemporary applications of slaughter and the
availability of the terms. It was divided into five topics. In the first one, I talked about the

meaning and specifications of the mechanic slaughterhouses and the way they work. The



second was about methods used in getting the animals feel dizzy before slaughter. In the
third topic, I talked about the other methods used in slaughtering. In the fourth topic I
discussed the level of coherence that is found between the Islamic method of slaughter, and
the science of physiology and the function of organs. And In the fifth topic I reported the
laws and decisions issued on the means of contemporary slaughter.

The conclusion included the findings of the researcher. The most prominent of which is
that the philosophy in the slaughter according to the Islamic way is clear. It is the running
of the blood from the animal’s body. When blood runs out of the animal’s body, it is then
cleared and merrily devoured. The research also showed differences between the religion
scholars concerning the animals and birds slaughtered by Christians. As for animals
slaughtered by non-believers, Islam stated that they are prohibited for the uncertainty of
their beliefs. We should also avoid eating animals that died strangled or beaten on the head
with hammers or shot by guns or killed by an electric shock. It is not true also at all to
torture an animal by an electric shock, unless it is for calming the animal and reducing the
pains of slaughter.

The conclusion included  the recommendations. The most prominent of these
recommendations was adhering to all the teachings of Islamic law (Sharia) on slaughter,
and that competent authorities (Departments of Advisory, Ministry of Nape and Ministry
of Health) have to provide the necessary instruction for the owners of slaughterhouses to
adhere to the teachings of Islam. And in order to have our meals of meat free of any
suspicion or doubt concerning sanctity, we should work on livestock development in our
country, so as to avoid the suspicions that would result from importing meat from non-
Islamic countries, and so develop economy in our countries.

To achieve the goal of this research, there has been relying on the inference from the books
which are rich in Koranic verses and hadith on the subject of the search. The researcher
also used the deductive approach, and his discussion dealt with many of the views of
jurisprudence that are related to the subject of the study. The researcher showed the most

correct opinion supported by its jurisprudential evidence.
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