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Title: Councils in Supporting and Protecting Palestinian Schools in Sur
Baher, Jerusalem (2015-2023): From the Perspectives of Students’
Parents

Prepared by: lyad Mohammad Shehadeh Humaidan
Supervisor: Dr. Walid Salem

Abstract:

Schools in Jerusalem, particularly in the town of Sur Baher, face an escalating campaign
by the Israeli occupation authorities aimed at Judaizing the educational sector and erasing
its Palestinian identity. These policies include eradicating Palestinian curricula, replacing
them with Israeli content, pressuring schools to shift under the supervision of the Israeli
Ministry of Education, denying permits for school construction or renovation, withholding
financial and logistical support, and conducting frequent raids, searches, and arrests of
teachers and students. Such actions form part of a broader strategy to suppress Palestinian
national identity and disrupt collective consciousness through educational control.

This study aimed to examine, from the perspectives of students’ parents, the role of
Parents’ Councils in supporting and protecting the schools affiliated with the Directorate of
Education in Jerusalem, with a particular focus on Sur Baher during the period 2015-
2023—a period marked by intensified violations targeting the educational system in the
city.

The research addressed several questions related to the occupation’s policies toward
schools in Sur Baher, the challenges these schools faced, the contributions made by
Parents’ Councils in defending the schools, and parents’ perspectives on how these
councils could improve their effectiveness. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical
methodology, conducting semi-structured interviews with seven members of Parents’
Councils and administering a questionnaire consisting of 45 items across six key domains:
resisting erasure and replacement policies, addressing financial and administrative
pressures, promoting national identity, safeguarding the rights of students and teachers,
enhancing community engagement, and activating the family’s educational role. Data from
100 respondents were analyzed using SPSS, alongside thematic analysis of interview data.

The results showed that the occupation authorities, during the period under study, pursued
multi-dimensional policies that negatively impacted the educational environment,
weakening national belonging, increasing dropout rates, and creating structural gaps
including a shortage of teachers, a lack of resources, and ongoing security violations. In
contrast, Sur Baher schools demonstrated a degree of resilience by adopting alternative
strategies, most notably the activation of the hidden curriculum to consolidate national
identity and the strengthening of community networking to provide logistical and material
support.

Parents' Councils have played a prominent role in addressing the challenges of the
occupation by: enhancing community participation, organizing national activities,
supporting teachers and students, providing educational supplies, and motivating parents to
enroll their children in the directorate's schools. These councils have succeeded in raising



community awareness and improving the public image of Palestinian schools compared to
those under occupation.

The study also revealed growing local community confidence in these councils, which
have transformed from advisory frameworks into active advocacy entities, embodying the
family's transition from a passive recipient to a partner in defending national education.
This demonstrates the emergence of a collective, resistant consciousness that rejects
Israelization projects and believes in the role of education in strengthening belonging and
resisting cultural erasure.

Participants proposed several strategies for enhancing the role of Parents’ Councils,
including forming legal committees to monitor and contest occupation policies, fostering
inter-school cooperation to share resources, establishing partnerships with supportive
institutions, and creating subcommittees dedicated to reinforcing national identity in
coordination with school staff and the local community.

The study concluded by recommending the expansion of grassroots coordination between
families and schools to protect national education, promote student registration in
Palestinian schools, encourage voluntary support and donations, and enhance mechanisms
for monitoring violations. It also emphasized the need for psychosocial support and raising
legal, national, and media awareness as part of a broader effort to defend the educational
rights of Palestinian children in Jerusalem.

Keywords: Parents' Councils, Cultural Identity, Erasure and Replacement Policy,
Financial and Administrative Pressures, Protection of Students' and Teachers' Rights.
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