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Jails: "Al-Quds University Program in Hadarim Jail (A Case Study)",

Prepared by: Dergham Mohammad Fahed Alarj

Supervisor: Prof. Mohammad Shebat

Abstract

The current study sought to study the university education of Palestinian detainees in the
Israeli occupation jails, the Al-Quds University program in the Hadrim jail "case study".
The researcher followed the qualitative approach (case study), to obtain the results, using
triangulation (three qualitative tools) to obtain the results, namely: personal interviews
with (26) of the detainees who edited, supervised and followed the program from the
Family Affairs Authority and Al-Quds University, and a focus group consisting of (6 )
Freed detainees and using the observation of the researcher as a former prisoner, and doing
a thematic analysis of the data resulting from these tools.

The results related to the results of the ideas of the three qualitative tools showed that the
most important ideas were: regarding the method and style of the educational process (that
the teaching method depended on free, critical, liberating thinking, participation and
discussion in application of the revolutionary ideas in education, and that the teaching
method took care of the children and increased their ability to think and the discussion and
analysis, and moved away from the routine methods of indoctrination from the teacher.
And that the organizational and democratic culture in which the detainees grew up inside
the jails and the experiences gained before and during the captivity had a great impact on
the democratic and liberal education method followed inside the jails), and with regard to
the development of university studies for the detainees that (the development The
education in the jail went through many stages, it started with organizational education and
general culture sessions and reading books and literacy lessons, then it became more
organized after a strike in 1992 by joining the Hebrew Open University, then
communicating with the national universities, especially Al-Quds University, and starting
university education in Hadrim Prison until the program was terminated after October 7,
2023), and with regard to the factors that contributed to the success of the educational
process that (the combination of will, determination and desire on the part of the prisoner
to seize this right, in addition to the factor of time and available time, and the interest of
Al-Quds University in the continuation of the educational process and its pioneering and
pioneering role and its position The courage in adopting the issue of education for the
prisoners and the efforts of the prisoner Marwan Barghouti and the follow-up of the
detainees ' Affairs Authority and the editors and the response of the Palestinian Ministry of
Higher Education, led to the success of the experiment), and regarding the difficulties and



obstacles faced by the detainees (difficulty in obtaining books, moving between jails, and
prison management practices such as: announcement the emergency, the closing of the
sections, the prevention of the rush, and the confiscation of books), and regarding the
psychological and moral effect that education leaves (it restored the prisoner's confidence
in his abilities and possibilities and he became proud and proud, and greatly reduced the
daily tension between the detainees, and the prisoner began to feel that he is better able to
face the prison and more efficient in understanding the conflict, as well as education was a
source of admiration, appreciation and pride for the detainees), and regarding the political
and social impact that education may have on the prisoner (the impact is important on the
prisoner's interactions with society, leaving a clear mark on his abilities and his national
and political understanding of the nature and essence the conflict, as well as his knowledge
of the Palestinian political narrative in a more conscious and orderly way, and his
university degree may allow him to compete for his status and position within his political
organization and within the Palestinian system as a whole, and make him more capable of
transferring his experience to his surroundings, and imposing his respect on his
community), and with regard to the goals and needs of the educational program (The
program confronted the awareness-raising policy practiced by the Prison Service for the
rights of the detainees, and the program developed a new relationship between the prisoner
and himself, his fellow detainees, his family, his community, and his political organization,
as well as with the management of the Prison Service), and regarding the level of
satisfaction with the Al-Quds University program inside the jail (great satisfaction from
the position Al-Quds University, the brave, advanced and motivated, as well as in terms of
the amount of interest and the level of discipline, commitment and interaction, and the
level of awareness and abilities of the students. Al-Quds University understood the
Palestinian prisoner's need to complete his education, and organized the educational
process according to methodologies that take into account the particularities of reality
without compromising the quality of education, through the trust of competent prison
supervisors.

Based on the results of the qualitative study, the researcher made a set of
recommendations: working to return work in university education to detainees by putting
pressure on the occupation by all means, developing the program in cooperation with
Palestinian universities to include possible specialties, embracing prisoners as editors,
preparing materials that talk about the experience of Palestinian detainees for teaching in
universities Palestine, conducting scientific studies similar to the subject of the study
dealing with the issues of the detainees to become a witness and documentation of their
life and living conditions inside the jail

Key words: University Education, Palestinian Detainees, Israeli Occupation Jail, Al-Quds
University Program in Hadrim Jail.
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