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Religious Rulings in the Context of Israeli Occupation — A Jurisprudential and
Practical Study

Student Name: Khaleele Atiiea Muhammad Ghazzawi

Signature: Prof: Muhammad Mutlaq Assaf
Abstract

Since the Israeli occupier set foot on the sacred land, it has worked to implement
measures that hinder the proper performance of worship. These include checkpoints
that delay people from performing prayers on time, restricting access to water, or
trapping citizens under demolished buildings—thus depriving them of the ability to
perform ablution (wudu) or full-body washing (ghusl), or even less than that at times.
Prisoners also suffer restrictions aimed at preventing them from practicing their
religious rituals. Additionally, worshippers are often prevented from reaching Al-Agsa
Mosque, forcing them to pray in the streets leading to it or at its gates.

This study, titled “Contemporary Worship Issues under Israeli Occupation — An
Applied Jurisprudential Study”, is divided into four chapters. The first chapter
explains the concept of worship-related contingencies and the foundational principles
that must be considered when preferring one scholarly opinion over another. These
principles include considering the objectives of Islamic law (Maqasid al-Shari‘ah),
adhering to jurisprudential rules related to such matters, and utilizing the strength and
implications of textual evidence.

The second chapter discusses contemporary issues related to purification (taharah),
while the third focuses on matters related to prayer (salah). The fourth chapter addresses
issues concerning zakat, fasting (sawm), and pilgrimage (hajj).

The importance of this study lies in its clarification of the Islamic rulings concerning
these contemporary issues, which are prevalent across many areas of the beloved
homeland, especially in besieged Gaza.

The researcher adopted a descriptive methodology, tracing scholarly opinions and their
supporting evidence, followed by analysis and weighing between them to arrive at the
study’s conclusions. Key findings include: the permissibility of resorting to dry ablution
(tayammum) instead of wudu or ghusl for those trapped under rubble or in tunnels
where water is scarce or inaccessible, and for the injured who would be harmed by
water use, the allowance of combining and shortening prayers for those traveling
distances shorter than the legally defined “travel distance” due to hardship, the validity
of men and women praying side by side in cases of extreme crowding, the permissibility
of giving zakat in advance once the minimum amount (nisab) is reached, and of sending
zakat funds outside the giver’s country, the permissibility of breaking voluntary fasts
for those providing medical assistance during Ramadan when it becomes too difficult
to continue fasting, or for those worn out by standing in long lines at checkpoints, the
obligation of offering a sacrificial animal (hady) for those who enter ihram at Al-Agsa
Mosque but are prevented by the occupation from completing their pilgrimage. If this



was their obligatory Hajj, they must make it up later, and the permissibility of
deputizing someone else to perform Hajj for those unable to leave their country.

The study concludes with several recommendations, including: ensuring that prayers
are performed on time, not using water scarcity as a justification to neglect purification,
as tayammum can be used for both minor and major ritual impurity, using stones or
paper for personal cleansing when necessary, striving to maintain purification as much
as possible, making every effort to reach Al-Agsa Mosque and praying at the nearest
accessible point,

supporting those affected through financial assistance and charity, including directing
zakat funds to them, and reviving the tradition of entering into the state of ihram from
Al-Agsa Mosque.

Keywords: Worship contingencies, jurisprudential study, applied study, Israeli
occupation
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