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Attitudes of students of Sharia’ faculties in the West Bank
towards their study and their motives for joining them

Abstract

This study investigated students’ motives for enrolling the Sharia
faculties at the West Bank and their attitudes towards their study at thos
faculties and looked for any correlation between those motives an
attitudes.

This study was built on eleven null hypotheses which could be
summarized that there was no significant difference at the 0, 05 level
between:

e The means of Sharia’ faculties students’ motives regarding their
enrollment at those faculties due to the five independent variables of
the study.

e The means of Sharia’ faculties students’ attitudes towards their
study at those faculties due to the five variables of the study.

o Students’ motives for enrollment at those faculties and their
attitudes towards their study.

The population of the study consisted of all 1036 students of the
faculty of Sharia’ at AL-Najah and Hebron universities and the Faculty o
Da’wa and Principles of Sharia’ (Religion of Islam) and the Faculty o
Quran and Islamic studies at AL-Quds University at the academic ye
1997/1998. A 25% stratified random sample 261 students (425 males an
611 femals) was chosen.

To collect data, a twopart questionnaire following the five-point Liken
scale was designed for the motives and attitudes. The content validity w:
assessed by experts and university instructors. The overall reliability w.
determined by Cronbach Alpha. It was 0,75.

Of the responses, 241 were analyzed using Anova and Pearso
correlation using (Sas).




The results showed that:
1) The effect of the overall domains of the motives on
students’ was strong in general.

2) There was no significant difference at the 0,05 level between
students” means regarding the effect of the overall domains of the
motives for enrollment at the Sharia’ faculties due to any of the study
variables.

3) The effect of the overall domains of students’ attitudes towards
their study was strong in general.

4) There was no significant difference at the 0,05 level between
students’ attitudes towards their study due to family income, but there
were significant differences due to sex: for the favour of female,
average at General Secondary Study Certificate: for the favour of high
scores ranking students, level of study: for the favour of first year
students, and faculty: for the favour of faculty of Quran and Islamic
students.

5) There was positive correlation between students’ motives for ;
enrollment at those faculties and their attitudes towards their study’
there.

Finally recommendations were made as follows:

(@) To give teaching Sharia’ sciences the necessary consideration by all
parties (authorities) so that people could become well aware of their
importance and necessity.

(b) To carry out more research on teaching and studying Sharia’.

(c) To strengthen the relationship between Sharia’ and educational and
psychological sciences.

(d) To revise and renew methods of teaching Sharia’.

(¢) To consider students’ desires and interests for the study of Sharia’
at enrollment and develop them thereafter.
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