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The Golden Gate in Jerusalem
by Ahmad Taha

English Summary

The Haram al-Sharif is a very important and sensitive religious, politicat
cultural and archaeological area. A number of studies have been devoted to e
antiquities of the Haram, which include a wide variety of monuments.

dates and architectural origins of some of those monuments can be determi
easily, while for others there still remains a place for new analyses. One
understudied monument is the Golden Gate, located in the east wall of
Haram and the Old City of Jerusalem. Scholars have differed regarding
date, decorations and architectural origins. This thesis studies the Golden
based on primary historical sources and field work.

The thesis is divided into six chapters. Chapter One examines the location
the gate and its numerous names. Throughout the Islamic periods, its
common name has been the “Gate of Mercy and Repentance”, based
Quranic verse (al-Hadid: 13). The name “Golden Gate”, by which it is
today, derives from a mistranslation of the Greek “Beautiful Gate” into
the word “aurea” means “beautiful” in Greek and “golden” in Latin.

Chapter Two is devoted to a study of the gate in historical sources
divided into three parts:

Part One - the period before Islam. The gate is not recorded in the
Testament, but the New Testament mentions it as the Beautiful Gate |
which Jesus entered the city from the Mount of Olives on Palm S
Christian pilgrim in 570 A.D. saw that the east gate of the Temple M
in ruins, but one can not conclude that the gate that he saw was the
Gate rather than some other gate. One source of uncertainty about the
Gate in the Byzantine period is the fact that the mid-sixth century ?
Mosaic map does not depict the gate in its vignette of Jerusalem.
indicates that the Byzantines paid any attention to the gate. Pe
Byzantine Beautiful Gate was within the city walls rather than part of

Part Two - The Early Islamic Period, from the Islamic Conquest to
the Crusades. The gate held a special place for the Muslims based
interpretation of the Quranic verse (al-Hadid: 13), as recorded in many
historical works. Another group of Islamic historians, beginning in
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century A.H./tenth A.D., such as Ibn Faqih, al-Maqdisi, Nasir-i Khusru and
others, were interested in the historical and descriptive aspects of the gate.
Christian pilgrims who visited the area of the Haram in the Crusader period
also record that the Golden Gate was opened twice a year on two Christian
holidays - Palm Sunday and the Feast of the Elevation of the Cross.

Part Three - The Late Islamic Period, from the Ayyubid period to the end of
the Ottoman period. Many Muslim travelers and historians described the gate
and from them we learn of its importance for Muslims, especially after the
Ayyubid Sultan al-Mu'azzam ‘Isa turned it into a mosque for the Hanbalis and
permitted them to pray in it. The Nasriya Madrasa was also located above the
gate, but it became ruined in the passage of time. The sijills of the Islamic Law
Court in Jerusalem record that the Qadis appointed servants, custodians, and
lamp lighters for the gate. In the Ottoman period the gate was turned into
housing for dervishes of the Mevliya order. Their followers were buried in the
area east of the gate in their belief in the mercy that would be bestowed upon
them there.

Chapter Three describes and documents in detail the building and it
architectural features through photographs and architectural drawings, plans
and elevations.

Chapter Four studies the decorations of the gate. The decorations on
outside east and west sides and the north and south walls are of two ty
friezes and capitals. The decorations inside the building in the hall also incl
friezes and capitals.

Chapter Five compares those decorations with similar decorations in n
Byzantine and Umayyad buildings. The decorations in the gate find cl
parallels with the Islamic period decorations than with Byzantine period
Similar decorations are found in the Dome of the Rock, Qasr Mushatta.
Khirbat al-Mafjar, as well as the Double Gate below the south side of the
Mosque, which was built in the Umayyad period. On the basis of a compar:
of both its decoration and architecture, the Golden Gate can be assignes
Islamic-Arab origin, very similar to the Double Gate.

Chapter Six presents the views of previous scholars in the past century
the date of the gate. Some have dated it to the First or Second Temple
others to the Byzantine or Sasanian Persian period. But recently some sc
have inclined to the view that the gate was built in the Umayyad period.
this last view that I support, based on my study presented in this thesis.
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A conclusion summarizes the results of the study that show that the gate is
Umayyad in origin and continued to be a place of respect and worship
throughout the Islamic periods, when it was used for prayers as a mosque. One
indication of the gate’s close connection with the Islamic faith is its name
“Gate of Mercy and Repentance”, on the basis of which some Companions of
the Prophet were buried in its vicinity, as were later Muslims as well. The arez
to the east of the gate became known as the “Cemetery of the Gate of Mercy™.
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