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The Changes of the Israeli Discourse Change towards the Gulf Publics
before and after the ""Abraham Accords': @IsraelintheGulf As a Case

Study
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the details of the change in the Israeli discourse toward the
Gulf audience after the "Abraham" Record by comparing the framing of Israeli Media
Messages before, during, and after this agreement. The analysis was based on the Twitter
account: "IsraelintheGulf@" account, which Israeli Foreign Affairs run.

The Case study was analyzed using qualitative and quantitative research tools to gather
data and draw research findings based on Agenda Setting Theory and Frame Analysis
Theory.

The study concluded that there had been a significant change in the issues in which Israel
addressed the Gulf through its Twitter account. These issues range from addressing the
State of Israel's humanity, calling for coexistence, acceptance, and superiority of others
before signing agreements, to focusing on the details and consequences of normalization at
the grassroots and elevated levels after the signing of Abraham Agreement.
"IsraelintheGulf@" focused heavily on the economic issues in the three stages of analysis.
However, the phases also showed a constant and ever-promoting theme of coexistence

with Israel, the pursuit of peace, and acceptance of the other.



"IsraelintheGulf@" prioritized its Gulf audience, emphasizing that Israel is a state of coex-
istence, peace, and civilization at all stages of analysis. It did not address its continued ag-
gression against Palestinians at all times.

The analysis results of the general frameworks for the "IsraelintheGulf@" account showed
that the recurrent framework in the three sections of the analysis was "economic result,”
referring to economic cooperation before and after the peace agreements.

Israel's image has not changed in the three stages of analysis. Israel has portrayed itself as a
natural state, a part of the region, not an enemy of Arabs, and as a State of coexistence and
acceptance of others as a leader in various fields and a tourist distinction in the region.
"IsraelintheGulf@" constantly portrayed the Gulf citizens in the analysis's three sections as
advanced peoples, aspiring to peace, living with health, scientific and technological ad-
vances, and welcome to the occupying Power. The Gulf is a state of tolerance and ac-
ceptance of others, including "Israel,” and has tried to approach the Gulf by touching on
their customs and culture. This demonstrates that the "IsraelintheGulf@" positively framed
the Gulf people, and the Palestinians were completely absent from the spectacle before,
during, and after the agreement signing.

The results of statistics obtained by the researcher from Twitter after communicating with
him showed that Israel had intensified its targeting of the Gulf public since the announce-
ment of the agreement, and later, Tweeting rates have not exceeded 0.6 tweets per day
since the account's launch in 2013 until mid-2020, but after the signing of the "Abraham

Peace Accords" recorded a 58% increase.
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LIKES @israelinthegulf FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS

Joined Twitter - Tue, 16 Jul 2013 14:45:41 UTC

‘Jpé_” R T Y En.JLq_hJ"J.-_H_;.u.J u...l_)ia Q.!Lh.” Jp_i e} ._LuL,....u‘:" iw'_,.-é'.‘“é)l.ﬂ.-u.u L._pmn})]l s Laaa =l

@ Jerusalem, Israesl &2 httpsftoo/xUr0ad 7 is

TWEETS 18546 (58.00%:)
AV, TWEETS PER DAY  0.68 AW TWEETS PER WEEK  4.75 A0 TWEETS PER MONTH 20,62
RETWEETS 1259 (39.34%6)

AN RETWEETS PER DAY 044 AW RETWEETS PER WEEK 322 AN, RETWEETS PER MONTH  13.9%

REPLIES

85 (2.66%)

AN, REPLIES PER DAY 0.03 AN, REPLIES PER'WEEK 0.22 A%, REPLIES PER MONTH 0.9

(@ tolicmarsanabysis 1/5

@Mgﬂmwmhﬂﬂuﬁc_ﬁﬂ\gﬁdﬁ\ﬂ\uhaﬂ\u,ﬂoaagd&.ﬁ\
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