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Criminal liability for attacks on cultural heritage and the role of

UNESCO in protecting it.

""Palestinian Cultural Heritage: A Model**

Prepared by: Renal Ahmad Abu Baha

Supervised by: Dr. Najah Dugmagq
Abstract

This study addressed the issue of criminal liability for attacks on cultural heritage and the
role of UNESCO in protecting it, “Palestinian Cultural Heritage: A Model.” This topic
raised a problem represented by whether the accession of the State of Palestine to the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) affected its
protection of Palestinian cultural heritage. All of this is within the framework of criminal
accountability.

The descriptive analytical approach was adopted, by dividing the study into two chapters,
so that the first chapter dealt with: what is criminal liability in international and national
law, crimes against cultural heritage in both laws, and how criminal responsibility for
attacks on cultural heritage is organized in international and national law.The second
chapter talked about the role of UNESCO in protecting cultural heritage by clarifying what
UNESCO is, what the procedures for joining it are, and what is the impact of Palestine’s
accession to it on the protection of Palestinian cultural heritage.

The study reached several results, the most important of which are: that criminal
responsibility for assaulting cultural heritage is established by the rules of international
law, and that the individual’s international responsibility in the eyes of the law for
committing international crimes has changed from before, and he has become eligible to
bear responsibility, and that Palestine’s accession to UNESCO as a member gives it full
rights. The rights stipulated in UNESCQ’s instructions, and the study proposed several
recommendations, the most prominent of which are: activating the legal and judicial
mechanisms that guarantee the protection of the Palestinian cultural heritage from Zionist
attacks, as well as reactivating the decisions previously issued by UNESCO by the
Palestinian leadership, in addition to intensifying efforts at the level of media, conferences
and seminars in Educating the Palestinian people about the necessity of preserving the
Palestinian cultural heritage from any attack.
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