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CBO Community Based Organization

CSO Civil Society Organizations
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The Impact of Financial Support by the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) on the Transition toward
Democracy in the Gaza Strip

By Amjad Shawa
Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the impact of financial support by
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) on the
transition toward democracy. It also focuses on the impact of USAID on
Palestinian non-governmental organizations (NGOSs) in the Gaza Strip which
received aid during 2000 to 2006 due to the important role played by these
NGOs on the strengthening of democracy. There were many American
Initiatives post September 11 designed to push forward toward the transition
toward democracy in the Middle East. The logic behind these initiatives is
that lack of democracy and its institutions in the region were behind
extremism and terrorism. The United States offered through USAID a
number of programs in the Palestinian territories designed to fund NGOs
programs aimed at strengthening of Palestinian democracy.

This period between 2000-2006 was full of Palestinian local events such as
the presidential elections on January 2005, multiple local elections on 2005,
and legislative elections on January 2006. The results of the legislative
elections were a big shock to the United States. The winning of Hamas
resulted on the imposition of sanctions and isolation against Hamas and
collective punishment against the Palestinian people. The United States
considers Hamas a terrorist organization and refuses to initiate dialogue with
it until it meets the three conditions put forward by the Quartet.

During the same period, the Palestinian territories witnessed a complicated
situation characterized by chaos and lawlessness, the Palestinians also
experienced harsh measures because of poverty and unemployment. Israel
also escalated it's aggression and used tough military measures after the
kidnapping of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit on June 2006. The Palestinians
hope of stability and prosperity after the Israeli disengagement from the
Gaza Strip on September 2005, were replaced by stagnation, poverty,
unemployment, frustration and despair.
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This thesis utilized many research methods to examine the impact of
financial aid by USAID on the transition toward democracy. The thesis used
the historical, descriptive, and analytical methods to test its hypotheses.

This thesis consists of seven chapters and a conclusion. The main contents of
the study reviewed the origins, meaning of democracy and the transition
toward democracy in the Arab World in general, and Palestine in particular.
The thesis also explained the relationship between international aid and its
implications on Palestine. In order to test the hypotheses of this thesis, a
questionnaire was designed and distributed to the directors of Palestinian
NGOs in the Gaza Strip who received financial support from USAID
between 2000- 2006.

For the purpose of this study, the questionnaire was divided into three
dimensions, the impact of financial support by USAID on the internal
conditions of Palestinian NGOs, the impact of financial support by USAID
on Palestinian targeted groups, and the impact of financial support by
USAID on Palestinian laws, legislations, and public policy. The most
important findings of this thesis are that there is a positive relationship
between support by USAID and the transition toward democracy in the Gaza
Strip. The most important recommendations of this thesis is to reject any
financial aid attached with conditions, and called for the strengthening of the
role of Palestinian NGOs to influence national and public issues and to lay
down the ground for democracy in Palestine starting from NGOs itself.
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