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Targeting AL-Bustan Neighborhood in Jerusalem, and its Impact on
Mothers and Children

Prepared by: Zaineh Said Ahmad Amro.
Supervised by: Dr. Bernard Sabella
Abstract

"Targeting AL-Bustan Neighborhood in Jerusalem, and its Impact on Mothers and
Children” is the title of the thesis which focuses on the psychological effects on women
and children as a result of the municipality’s decision to demolish the 88 homes of the
Neighborhood with over 1,000 inhabitants. The objective of this study is to discover how
the persistent threat of home demolition affects children and women and to highlight the
changes in children’s’ behavior as a result of the anxiety experienced by them. The study
also seeks to explore how the targeting of the Neighborhood affects social and family

relationships and what impact does the available supporting and solidarity programs play.

The study adopted a scientific research methodology, through collecting and analyzing
relevant data. The practical side of the study was based on collecting the data through a
pretested questionnaire from 46 of the 88 families threatened with home demolitions.

Direct interviews with the affected families were conducted with the families that

constituted the sample of the study. The data was analyzed using the SPSS program.

The research study highlighted a number of positive social relations which link the
members of Al Bustan community together under the threat of home demolition. Family
mutual support and solidarity helped the steadfastness of the population to overcome their
daily pressures. It also pointed out the role of popular support and the media in freezing the
collective home demolition order. The study came with a clear conclusion that home
demolition is one of the harshest collective punishment for families as it evokes lack of

security and a sense of instability.

The first chapter focuses on the background for the study its objectives, significance, the
methodology and research tools. It also covers the hypotheses of the study, its limitations
and relevant bibliography. The second chapter is concerned with the historical importance
of Silwan and Al Bustan Neighborhood; the implications of occupation in International
Law and the means and methods used by Israeli occupation and settler societies to force

their domination over Silwan and Al Bustan Neighborhood. Thethird chapter presents the



results of the field studywhich shows the effects of targeting Al Bustan Neighborhood on
infrastructure, social services and health and psychological care. It highlights as well the
effects on children and women and their suffering with the worsening of the living
standard for all of the neighborhood’s residents. The fourth chapter offers an evaluation of
the work of the supporting civil associations and institutions and the forms of support
given and the future expectations of the residents from these associations. In the fifth
chapter a number of results and recommendations derived from the study are presented

which aim to draw the attention of relevant future research and studies.
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