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Abstract  

The Dome of the Rock represented a comprehensive artistic direction through 

it, the features of Islamic art, including decorations, inscriptions, and 

architecture, became clear.  It is worth noting that Islamic art is based on a 

unified philosophy in all its branches, which contributed to strengthening the 

unity of origin in Islamic art, This means that the use of a specific symbol or 

element in the context of Islamic art is subject to a specific thought that can 

be analyzed in the light of the Islamic philosophical background. Therefore, 

the topic of research is concerned with the octagonal shape of the Dome of the 

Rock, and an examination of the origins and reasons for its use in the Dome 

of the Rock building in this context. 

In order to reach more accurate results in the midst of this, the importance and 

status of Jerusalem among the Umayyads was addressed, to explain the 

motives for building the Dome of the Rock, in addition to examining the 

importance of the Dome of the Rock and its position, and the various values 

in it. Later, the researcher began to search for the symbolism of the octagon in 

architecture and the reasons for its use.  

As for the European civilization, the analysis of the symbolism of the octagon 

was not easy due to its multiplicity of uses throughout the ages, and after the 

architectural survey carried out by the researcher, The study reached a general 

comparison between the most prominent aspects of similarities and 

differences between the octagon of the Dome of the Rock and others, in 

addition to studying the seven theories of interpretation of the construction of  

Dome of the Rock, within the aforementioned context, by intersting the 

philosophy of Islamic Art thought, which was neglected by most of those 

theories except for the theory of Ratrout. 

The researcher used the aforementioned descriptive historical method, in 

addition to the analytical method, to trace the ways of transmission of that 

influence to Europe, to see whether it was transmitted through visual memory 



‌ٔ 
 

or inherited architectural practice, and according to what the researcher 

concluded, these two parts contributed to this influence in parallel. 

In the last part of the thesis, the status of Jerusalem in the Christian religion 

was discussed, to find justifications for the influence of the Dome of the Rock 

on it, and the method that  this influence took place, whether on architecture 

or on Italian artists, and it was found that politics and religion contributed side 

by side in forming the image of the Dome of the Rock for Italian artists, in 

addition to describing Christian pilgrims to Jerusalem and the Dome of the 

Rock. 

Thus, it can be said that the Dome of the Rock was influenced by the previous 

civilizations in terms of formality and some primary decorative forms inside 

the dome, but it was special in terms of planning and in terms of architectural 

philosophy. As a result of the study, it can be said that the octagonal building 

is of Oriental origins, originated in the Holy Land across Syria, and for more 
deep understanding you can take a look at the index .  
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