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The Reality of Voluntary Participation in the Development Programs of 

Jerusalem Youth Institutions and the Mechanisms for Strengthening 

them 

Abstract 

 
This study aimed to identify the reality of voluntary participation in the development 

programs of the Jerusalem youth institutions and the mechanisms for strengthening them in 

the years 2009-2010. The study community consisted of (491) male and female volunteers 

belonging to twelve Jerusalem Youth Foundations licensed by the Ministry of Youth and 

Sports of Palestine whereas the study sample consisted of (232) male and female 

volunteers selected using the simple random method. The researcher prepared a 

questionnaire consisting of two sections for the purposes of data collection and analysis. 

The first section consisted of two parts: part one deals with the data concerning the identity 

of the volunteer, and part two deals with the demographic characteristics of the study 

sample. The second section consisted of (209) paragraphs distributed over the five themes 

related to the subject of the concepts and practices of volunteerism among young people.  

 

Study ended up with some results including the following: the negative perception of the 

society towards the civil institutions is the most social factor that influences the 

participation of volunteers in volunteer work, the major political obstacle that has impact 

on the continuity of the voluntary participation is movement between areas under the 

policies and Israeli closures, the most motivate of young people in their attitude towards 

the voluntary participation is the motive and affiliation of partisan, that the highest number 

of monthly volunteer hours is from one to five hours, and the mechanisms proposed the 

most by the members of the study is the need to create a legal environment that protects the 

rights of the volunteer. 

 

Based on the results and the conclusions of the study, the researcher came out with many 

recommendations including the need to work on creating regulations and laws governing 

voluntary work, following the methodology of democracy in the policy and the work of 

civil institutions and support civil society institutions that receive volunteers, material and 

moral support, in order to continue investing capital of the community, the need to find 

mechanisms to regulate and parallel between the programs submitted by institutions and 

their responsiveness to the priorities of volunteers (such as examination of the 

requirement), working to build the capacity of staff to the civil institutions within the needs 

of each institution in order to upgrade the nature of the programs offered and increase the 

capacity of polarizing the volunteers, with the creation of a special database of volunteers 

in each of the institutions working in the field is volunteering, the need to expand the scope 

and means of communication and networking between institutions through the modern 

means of communication, organizing media awareness campaigns aimed at publicizing the 

reality, the objectives and the nature of the programs implemented by the civil institutions 

to change the negative image of these institutions among the community, and the  

importance of activating the body of work NVS (existing) institutions and strengthening 

the membership of volunteer-involving all sectors. 
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