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The jurisprudential choices of Ibn Taymiyyah of Zakah, Fasting, and
Hajj

Prepared by: Ismaeel Naeem Salah Abuawwad.
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Orwah Ikrimah Sabri.

Abstract

This thesis explores Ibn Taymiyyah’s agreements with the distinctive rulings of the
Maliki school in the arcas of akat (almsgiving), sawm (fasting), and hajj (pilgrimage).
The central problem addressed in this study lies in the scarcity of research devoted to
identifying the specific instances in which Ibn Taymiyyah concurred with Maliki
jurisprudence.

The study aims to define and document these agreements, to highlight the extent of lbn
Taymiyyah’s independence in adopting juristic views beyond rigid adherence to a single
school, and to shed light on his methodology in engaging with textual and legal
evidences. This, in turn, reflects his broad juristic outlook and his ability to weigh
between differing doctrinal opinions. Furthermore, the research seeks to underscore the
significance of Maliki legal heritage and its impact on shaping the reasoning of scholars
outside the school.

The researcher employed the descriptive method by outlining the juristic issues in
which the Malikis differed from other schools, along with Ibn Taymiyyah’s positions on
those issues. In addition, analytical and inductive methods were applied: tracing juristic
questions related to  akat, fasting, and pilgrimage, collecting Ibn Taymiyyah’s legal
opinions, comparing them with Malik1 views, and analyzing the textual evidences relied
upon by both sides.

The findings reveal that Ibn Taymiyyah was not bound by Hanbali doctrine; rather, he
selected the view he deemed most consistent with the evidence, even if it originated
from another school. He thus concurred with the Malikis on a number of issues
examined in this study, which reflects his openness to other legal traditions. The results
also demonstrate that his agreements with the Malikis did not stem from mere imitation
but from independent juristic reasoning that, in some cases, coincided with Maliki
conclusions.

The researcher recommends further studies on Ibn Taymiyyah’s agreements with
distinctive Maliki positions in other branches of Islamic jurisprudence.
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