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Resolutions of the Supreme Palestinian Fatwa Council on Zakat
and Hajj: A Jurisprudential Study

Prepared by: Ahmed Mostafa Jamil Araj

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mutlaq Assaf

Abstract

This study addresses some of the decisions issued by the Supreme Fatwa
Council in Palestine, which pertain to current issues related to Zakat and Hajj.

The study explores the definition and legitimacy of Zakat in Islam, its
linguistic and terminological implications, and its rulings. It also examines the
decisions issued by the Supreme Fatwa Council in Palestine concerning
Zakat, such as the Zakat for the people of Jerusalem to support their
steadfastness, the rulings on Zakat, sacrifices, and offerings, the permissibility
of giving Zakat to non-Muslims, and the ruling on paying university tuition
fees from Zakat funds. Additionally, the study discusses the ruling on
deducting Zakat from the estate of the deceased, the conditions and divisions
of Zakat, the impact of debt on Zakat obligations, and the effect of deferred
debt on the obligation of Zakat.

In the seventh and eighth chapters, the study delves into the topic of Hajj,
explaining its ruling and legitimacy in Islam, the conditions for its obligation,
the rulings on performing Hajj and Umrah, the method of performing Hajj on
behalf of others, and the ruling on performing Hajj for a prisoner sentenced to
death.

The study concluded with several findings, including that the Palestinian
Fatwa House is a religious and jurisprudential authority in Palestine,
established by a decision dated 16/10/1994, and is affiliated with the President
of the Palestinian National Authority. The Fatwa House addresses people's
religious questions and inquiries in various aspects of life, including worship,
transactions, beliefs, ethics, and the clarification of Sharia rulings in material
and social transactions, among others. The Supreme Fatwa Council in
Palestine is an integral part of the Palestinian Fatwa House, serving as the
general Mufti for Jerusalem and the Palestinian territories. It comprises
experienced scholars and plays a significant role in spreading religious
awareness, conveying Sharia rulings to the public, studying complex
jurisprudential issues, and reaching collective juristic opinions.



Regarding the decisions of the Palestinian Fatwa Council, the researcher
reached several conclusions, the most important of which is that the Council
addressed diverse issues, including both traditional and modern topics.
However, the researcher noted that some decisions were not presented as
clearly as required, such as the ruling on the permissibility of paying Zakat in
cash, where the researcher had to refer to the Deputy Mufti, Sheikh Ibrahim
Khalil Awadallah, for clarification. Similarly, the researcher observed that
some decisions lacked the necessary depth, such as the issue of giving Zakat
to roots and branches, where the decision did not clearly specify the
traditional categories of roots and branches.

As for the recommendations, the study recommended continuing to write
academic theses that examine the juristic selections of the Supreme Fatwa
Council in other jurisprudential aspects. It also emphasized the importance of
documenting juristic opinions comprehensively, favouring the majority
opinion, clarifying the Sharia ruling in full detail, and understanding the
reality and context of emerging issues by comparing them to similar issues
addressed by earlier jurists.
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