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Abstract

The fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals is as a strategic target for most
countries of the developing world. The Palestinian Authority has incorporated indicators
in development plans (2008-2013) to track the progress made in achieving these Goals.

This study was an attempt to monitor the extent to which Palestinian Development Plans
conform to the Millennium Development Goals on one hand and to examine what has
been achieved on the social dimension of these goals on the other hand. For this purpose,
the key indicators for the sectors of poverty, social protection, and women empowerment
were tracked and a case study of a project that combines social protection, raising the
economic status of women and reducing the effects of poverty was analyzed.

The study followed the descriptive and analytical approach by conducting interviews
with key actors between June 2012 and March 2013 for qualitative analysis, in addition
to reviewing existing literature, especially the National Development Strategies 2008 -
2013, including the in - depth review of study documents.

The study concluded a number of key results including: Due to the fluctuation of the
economic and social conditions as a consequence of the complex political conditions and
the high dependency on foreign aid to finance 65% of the Palestinian Development Plans
the unemployment rate remains to be 23.7% and is not expected to reach the target of
18% based on the fact that it has not decreased between 2010 and 2012.

The same applies to the individuals who lie below the poverty line (25.7%), noting that
this figure is growing expanding the difference between the outputs of the development
plans and the 2015 target of 19%.

Social protection programs have only managed to raise the status of approximately 0.5 %
of needy families over the poverty line. Still more than 12.1 % of Palestinian families
need economic support.

In regards to women empowerment, and in spite of equality in education and the high rate
of participation of women in the louber force , her political representation and
empowerment on senior positions is still quite modest. The same applies for violence
against women which is on the rise with a law that is unable to provide the necessary
protection.

The study arrived at a set of recommendations on the legal, institutional and operational
levels notably the need for the endorsement of the Social Security Act and the law
criminalizing murder of women on terms of honor, activating the role of the National
Employment Fund programs, establishing a social safety net and increased attention to
micro-financing/lending to reduce direct financial aid.
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