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""Criminal Fine Penalty in Palestinian Legislation and Comparative
Systems"™

Aseel Masalmah
Dr. Samer Nagem Al-Deen

Abstract

The criminal fine is considered one of the financial penalties that is of
utmost importance in the field of reform and also in reinforcing modern
punitive policies. Modern legislation tends to favor fines instead of
restrictive penalties on freedom, delving into alternatives that avoid
compromising human freedom, rights, and human dignity. Fines have
distinct characteristics that differentiate them from other penalties,
especially when it comes to offenses that breach principles mandated by

criminal laws.

One of the most crucial principles is the principle of equality guaranteed
by the fundamental law, along with several laws focusing on respecting
the principle of equality that dictates treating everyone fairly, without
discrimination based on wealth or poverty. The assessment of the value of
the criminal fine is discussed based on the principle of equality to solidify
the principle of human dignity. Therefore, comparative laws were
discussed, comparing them with Palestinian law and how these
comparative laws can be adapted to more advanced and user-friendly

rules for those sentenced to criminal fines.

Legislators have employed the criminal fine in fundamental legislations
such as penal codes and criminal laws, including laws combating
corruption, customs laws, environmental laws, and other laws where the
financial fine is considered a criminal penalty. The variation in its amount

led to distinguishing between serious and non-serious offenses,



emphasizing the importance of differentiating when the criminal fine

serves as both a primary and additional supplementary penalty.

The responsible authorities for conducting several practical procedures
were outlined, emphasizing compliance with human rights and respect for
the public order in matters related to procedural conduct. The importance
of providing perspectives for the legislator that take into consideration the
burdens on the convicted individual through the activation of installment
and deferral systems for fines was discussed. The Palestinian legislator
aims to establish such systems to avoid the use of physical coercion as a

compulsory means for the convicted person to pay the fine.

The discussion highlighted these perspectives to present a punitive policy
at the forefront of modernity and development. The first chapter
addressed the general framework of the criminal fine, while the second

chapter discussed the procedural framework of the criminal fine.
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