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Title: A reading of the crisis narrative: the Palestinian and Ukrainian

novels in the American media: CNN as a case study.

Prepared by: Aya Ibrahem Mueen Nashef

Supervisor: Dr. Waleed Al-Shurafa

Abstract

This research critically analyzes the discourse and images used by CNN on its
news website to represent the Palestinian narrative in the May 2021 war, and
the Ukrainian narrative in the Russian war that began in February 2022. With
899 news for both narratives, distributed over 594 news About Ukraine, in
return for 305 news about Palestine. The period was defined by the early days
of both wars. In addition to the news, a representative sample of the main
images published on the CNN news site, which amounted to 10 images for
each novel, was analyzed. The research aims to study the discourse used by
the CNN, as well as analyze its coverage frameworks, and analyze the images
semiotic. Framing theory and visual semiotics help guide current research to
identify discursive practices employed by official US media. The theoretical
framework used to conduct this research combines van Dijk’s approach to
textual discourse analysis and Barth's method of visual analysis. The results
indicate differences in the patterns of CNN representation of the two novels in
similar cases, and the existence of a kind of bias in coverage, and the
qualitative analysis tables present the nature of this bias. The results also
reveal that the Palestinian narrative was mainly depicted through the
framework of "conflict" and "dispute” between two parties. The Ukrainian
novel is under the framework of the "Russian invasion". These distinctions
broadly reflect the influence of countries' political positions on their media's
coverage of conflict issues.
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