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Methods Application of Future Studies in Determining Trends of Social
Development Indicators up to 2025
""A Case Study of Poverty and Unemployment in Palestine*"

Prepared by: Wala Taisser Abed Jarrar
Supervised by: Dr. Abdel Rahman Al- Tamimi

Abstract

The study aims at applying future studies’ methods on social indicators (poverty and
unemployment in Palestine) until 2025, building future scenarios to the behavior of these
indicators, and checking the match between the social indicators and the social

development aims in Palestine.

The importance of this study comes from its focus on the future of social indicators
(poverty and unemployment), that are regarded as the most important indicators that affect
social and economic policies, as well as the good performance in the government system
(institutional and legislative). Moreover, applying future studies is a new trend that has
great scientific importance to the study of the future of poverty and unemployment. It
contributes towards planning a good future to avoid the increasing number of poor and

unemployed people and the consequences of such dangerous social phenomena.

The researcher depended on mixing more than one method and tool at the same time. She
used the descriptive method in an analytical style. In addition to the future analytical
method (the outlook studies) which best helps achieving the study aims. The data was
mainly collected through personal interviews by asking questions in addition to references
and literature that are related to the subject of study. The study used 4 techniques of future
studies method: Delfie, the cross impact matrix, the scenario technique, and the future
wheel. Computer programs (SMIC) were also used to identify the development of the

scenarios in the future based on the answers of the experts and their notes.

The study targeted studying the the future of the indicators of poverty and unemployment
for 10 years until (2025) in Palestine. The study started in the first semester of 2015/ 2016.
The human sample is divided into experts in 3 groups which are: the government sector,

civil organizations, and research centers.



The study concluded many results, but the most important one was that the political factor
is the main motive behind the social indicators (poverty and unemployment). Also,
according to the results of the study, the scenario that is more highest possibility is the
increase of the percentage of poverty and unemployment in the future, and if the social and
economic conditions continues to be more negative, the poverty rates will reach
approximately %26.5 in 2025, and the unemployment rates will reach up to %29.3 in the
same year. The main reasons for this are: in addition to occupation, the decrease in the
level of donor countries’ support while these countries follow their own agenda, the
prevalent social culture, the dominance of capitalism, the monopolism, and the weakness

of the political well, and finally the lack of planned developmental strategies.

Finally, the study summed up recommendation that tackles issues on the political and
social levels, as well as issues related to scientific research. These recommendations
include: not to rely on donor countries support in attaining social security, to focus on
employment and creating more job opportunities, to spread awareness on the role of social
culture in encouraging people to study more scientific specializations, to direct the decision
makers to the importance of future studies which aim to plan well for the future and avoid
the growth of social and economic problems, and to reinforce the resistance of the

Palestinians on their land.
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A Situational Assessment
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