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The Establishment of a Jordan River Basin development Authority in
Palestine

Student Name: Shaban Jamal Ayyat
Supervisor Name: Abed Alrahaman Altamemi

Abstract

This study identifies the importance of establishing a development authority for the Jordan
River Basin in Palestine and to investigate the role pf such institiution in the economical
development of the region. The study coveres the roles of private sector institutions in the
management of natural resources. In addition, it came to clarify the importance of the
strategic site of the region in the aspects of water and agriculture.

The researcher used the descriptive approach in the study by conducting interviews to
achieve the objectives of the study. The study targeted governmental and non-
governmental institutions, farmers and experts who are representing all sectors. The
researcher made 35 interviews throughout the targeted sectors.

The study concluded that there is a great importance to the establishment of Jordan River
Basin Development Authority in Palestine. The project would help to develop the Jordan
River basin for political and econemicl reasons, support the palestinian presence, unify
development efforts in the area, and to revive the region. The results of the interviews
recommended to build a non-governmental authority or institution with governmental and
community support. The responsibility of the Palestinian National Authority is to bring
development projects depending on the results of in-depth studies, to invest in agriculture,
tourism, and industry, to meet the needs of residents. The funding of the institution
depends on foreign aid, government support and funding from the farmers which
highlights the essential role of the private sector. The results also showed the importance of
natural resources management in the region with the participation of the local community
and the public sector. One essential demand that remains is the restoration of the land and
water taken by the occupation from the people of the Jordan Valley.

The study recommended the need for immediate action to establish the Jordan River Basin
Development Authority in order to: maintain the palestinian sovereignty over the region,
create real development for people, work on the studies of the needs of the area of the
Jordan River basin in terms of infrastructure and potential investment in all sectors, do
classification of agricultural land, do documenting of the natural resources of the Jordan
River basin, show the occupation violations and thefts, encourage the private sector to
invest in the region of the Jordan River basin, and attract new residents through the
creation of new jobs to increase the population.
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