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The reality of community participation in the environmental impact as-
sessment on the Palestinian level, and means of its enhancement.

Abstract

This study was conducted between February and November 2011, the surveyed group was
selected based on accidental and purposive sampling of environmental assessment aware
and relevant people, who work in the Palestinian Environment Quality Authority, the re-
gional committees for planning, organization and construction at the Local governance di-
rectorates <nvironmental smpact assessment study and consultation firms and owners of
environmentally licensed businesses, in addition to community leaders who have previous-
ly participated in environmental impact assessment. The study aimed at identifying the re-
ality of community participation in the evaluation and assessment of the environmental
impact on the Palestinian level, it also aimed at identifying the obstacles and challenges
facing participation and the means needed for its enhancement. The study adopted the de-
scriptive research approach as it fits and serves the study goals.

The questionnaire was based on two main ratings (scales); the first scale was a grade of 10
to measure the importance and relative intensity, and the second scale was a 3-point Likert
scale to measure the level of frequency of the research study element. The data was ana-
lyzed and presented using the SPSS and MS excel.

The study revealed that the general relative importance of the elements of community par-
ticipation is of the second ranking (rating), and with an average of (7.01). As for its occur-
rence, it ranged between middle to high degree with averages of (1.89-2.16). The relative
intensity of the obstacles of the community participation came on the third rating with an
average of (6.92). the most important obstacles were the lack of societal awareness about
the importance of participation (8.13), the protection of environment is not a community
priority (7.78), The dominance of the community dependency and laziness (sluggishness)
phenomena (7.60), lack of public confidence in official respect and recognition for their
participation and absence of community monitoring & control concept within the commu-
nity members (7.09). As for the frequency and reoccurrence of these obstacles, it ranged
high with the average of (2.08). The results also revealed that the relative priority of the
proposed suggestions to enhance the community participation is of the second ranking with
a total average of (7.74). Most important results were, promoting and enhancing the culture
of community participation (7.96), Development of a national strategy for participation
(7.82), creation of community participation supporting media (7.82). as for the possibility
and potentiality of implementing these suggestion on the ground, it ranged high on the
first level (2.37).

The study recommends the importance of working on promoting the culture of environ-
mental impact assessment in general, and the community participation in particular by de-
veloping a reference guide (manual) for environment impact assessment, and the develop-
ment of awareness raising programs on the importance of participations and its benefits;
the study also; highlighted the importance of explaining and promoting a culture of recog-
nition of the overall and comprehensive value of the resources, the importance of assuming
the environmental impact assessment responsibility by the different stakeholders, motivat-
ing the participation promoters by the official and governmental organizations in order to
develop valid programs which are capable of expanding the community participation via



practical methodologies and tools with all possible means to reach all community sectors,
development of legislations and regulations that ensure and guarantee wide community
participation in all phases of assessment, developing a national strategy for community
participation and creating a community participation supporting media
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