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Abstract :

The study aims at identifying the relationship between violence against senior citizens and
their social and psychological reactions to it. The target group are those who are registered
in the Social Welfare Departments in the West Bank. A sample survey of 30 senior citizens
is used to verify the credibility and the accuracy of the tools in the study. The researcher
distributed the questionnaire of the final draft of the original study over to senior citizens
who are registered in the Social Welfare Departments in the West Bank with ages that
range between 60 to 85 years and older. The questionnaire of the original survey consists
of (37) queries, while the sample of the study is made of (930) senior citizens. Those
senior citizens were selected on the basis of 5% of the total number of registered senior
citizens in the West Bank (18039). The researcher conducted this questionnaire by using a
quantitative descriptive surveying technique because it best suited for the study. The
results were analyzed by using the statistical program of (SPSS), which stands for
(Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) plus(Microsoft Excel 2003). Statistical tests
sustain (0.05) credibility and reliability issues and examine the discrepancies of the
statistical significance. He used (t-test) to examine the discrepancies of the average
percentages between two variants. He also used the technique of (One-Way (ANOVA) to
test the differences among the average percentages of more than two variants. He,
moreover, used the (Repeated Measure) design to assess the differences between two
correlated variants. He, finally, used the (Pearson Correlation) method to measure the
degree to which extent two variants are correlated and connected. The Most Important
Results show differences that have a statistical significance, at the average point (0.05)

percent of a very high ratio in the emotional abuse, the social abuse, the emotional abuse,
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and the financial abuse of the senior citizens registered in the Social Welfare Departments
in the West Bank regions in relation to their age. Recommendations suggest that policy-
makers, especially for those who are in charge of the Palestinian Ministry of Social Affairs,
should make laws that protect the senior citizens who are victims of violence. It is also
necessary to start study centers that conduct research, symposia and conferences which
monitor cases of abuse to senior citizens and their social and psychological reactions to it,
and so develop recommendations and proposals that tend to reduce violence against senior
citizens. Moreover, it is worthy urging the generations of young people to participate in
taking care of and looking after senior citizens, and so to benefit from their experiences

and wisdom.
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