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Abstract

The present study explores two different periods of the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process. The first one is marked by a clear
departure from the Palestinian liberation strategy by means of
popular armed resistance against the Israeli occupation which
culminated in the adoption of the Declaration of Principles, signed
by the PLO and Israel, eliciting recognition of the occupation state
(i.e. Israel). The second period involves final status negotiations
between Palestinians and lIsrael, started in Stockholm in 2000 and

ended in Annapolis summit in 2007.

The study examines the problems associated with the Palestinian

negotiating stance in the final status negotiations caused by both
20



internal and external factors (e.g., Israel, International community
and the Arabs). The study adopts a historical approach in
examining the departure from the Palestinian liberation strategy.
The study also employs a descriptive-analytic approach in which
the circumstances surrounding the final status negotiation rounds
are described and analyzed. The study concludes that the problems
caused by the Palestinian negotiating position in the final status
negotiations are basically due to the detrimental impact of the

internal Palestinian political situation.

The study reveals that the conduct of external parties particularly
Israel , rendered the peace process protracted, giving rise to very
damaging effects on negotiations. The reason behind this is that the
Israeli negotiating position is based on the Israeli historical and
religious narrative which regards Palestine as the ‘Land of Israel’.
This narrative argues that Palestinians are expatriates living in
Israel, and Israel will relinquish territory regarded as part of the
‘Land of Israel’ in return for a Palestinian, Arab and international
community recognition of that territory between the Jordan River
and Mediterranean Sea as the ‘Land of Israel’ as some Israelis
believe and between the Euphrates and the Nile as others still

claim.

The study draws some recommendations; the most significant
thereof are that the framework for future final status negotiations
insofar as the Palestinian side is concerned must be based on a new
unified Palestinian agenda calling for the end of occupation,
liberation and independence. An agenda that is based on full
awareness of the kind of threats that befuddle the Palestinian

negotiating stance, e.g., Palestinian internal weak position, and to

21



further explore and enhance the strong aspects of the internal
position. Also, it is important to delineate the techniques to fend off
the challenges of the Palestinian negotiating stance in order to
reduce them to a minimum. The new and unified Palestinian
agenda for the end of occupation, liberation and independence
should be based on the following integrated options: supporting the
Palestinian people in the ‘Land of Palestine’, particularly in
Jerusalem, defending the Palestinian people and its rights for the
‘Land of Palestine’ particularly Jerusalem, putting an end to the
fruitless bilateral negotiations, utilising the international legitimacy
arena and/or striving for a comprehensive regional settlement
provided that Israel puts an immediate end to all its settlement
activities particularly in Jerusalem. Such strategy requires a
unified Palestinian stance as well as the Arab, regional and

International support.
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