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The Impact of Networking Among Civil Society Youth Organizations in
the Northern West Bank Governorates on the Development of the
Palestinian Youth Sector

Prepared by: Nuha Salamah

Supervisor: Dr. Hammad Husseim

Abstract:

The study has investigated the impact of networking among civil society youth
organizations in the northern West Bank governorates on the development of the
Palestinian youth sector from the perspectives of youth organizations directors and youth

beneficiaries from it’s services.

The objective of this study is mainly to identify the impact of networking on the
development of youth organizations through: the directors' attitudes towards networking,
reality, obstacles, components, and ways to strengthen and reinforce it, and networking
impact on the development of youth in each of: cultural level, political awareness,

economic status and social level.

The descriptive approach has been used to accomplish this study, where data has been
collected, and hypotheses were tested, through reviewing previous literature and
approaching them with criticism and analysis. Two questionnaires were developed; the
first has been designed for directors of youth organizations, and the second for youth
beneficiaries of services organizations. Data has been collected from its primary sources
within the framework of the study area and population. The study sample was stratified
random for youth organizations and random for youth. The outputs and outcomes of the
two questionnaires have been analyzed and processed statistically and displayed through
the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).

The results of the study showed weakness of networking between youth organizations, and

moderation of cooperation size between them where the implementation of joint projects

L



has received great importance in this networking. The results showed a defect in
administration of youth organizations related to networking. It also showed a high impact
of networking on the development of youth while it’s impact stayed below the required
level to improve their economic situation from the perspective of the youth. One of the
most important results was the size of disparity in views on the impact of networking
between directors of youth organizations and beneficiaries of their services. On the other
hand, the study showed high impact of networking on women and the low proportion of
their presence at the head of the governing bodies of the organizations. Moreover, directors
of organizations reduced the size of obstacles especially what was important for the
Palestinian reality, such as: parties, competition for funding, and the current political
situation. One of the main positive points was that networking was not affected by

organization date of establishing.

In light of the findings of the study, the researcher arrived at a number of
recommendations, including: activation of networking on the local, international level and
translating it on the ground. The need to see the experience of others in networking,
especially those that showed great effect. The researcher urges organizations to provide
insights and strategic plans that include the most important ingredients for the success of
networking based on her point of view. Youth should provide proposals about the most
important issues to improve the economic situation for them in a way that suite the
capacities of organizations. Through the laws, the competent government organizations
should take a role in increasing the specializations of each organization to avoid repetition
and duplication of work. The researcher also recommends that the government should
increase and activate the participation of organizations in planning, youth-related policies,
legislations, laws related to them and the private sector adopts young creators and

contributes to their development and empowerment.
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