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Oral Cultural Heritage in the Palestinian Folklore in Nablus overnorate

Prepared by: Hussein Anees Hussein Odeh
Supervisor by: Ibrahim Abu A'mar

Abstract

The oral narration is considered the real introduction to understand the
nation's concepts and attitudes since it is considered the direct
spontaneous expression of action in the simplest image.

In the present study, | discussed the oral cultural heritage of the territory
of Nablus and its villages including proverbs, songs, tales and narrations
that are narrated by people who lived and exchanged them from the
beginning till the middle of the century. This effort is made in order to
document this heritage before it disappears by the disappearance of its
contemporary people. This study documents the narrations that dealt with
agriculture in general. We have assigned the largest part of the study to
the two fundamental bases of agriculture: olive and winter farming. In
this respect, we have documented their proverbs and songs with a new
reading and vision of the numerous meanings that are carried by the rich
expressions that expressed the emotions, sufferings, and happiness of our
ancestors.

Following this, I investigated the details and individuality of the wedding
traditions in the Nablus region. Although such traditions are common in
all the Arab communities in general, they characterize the local
community which has been suffering from the occupation. Such
narrations spring from underlying sadness related to manhood, patience
and endurance of confrontation.

In addition, | approached scores of tales and narrations that the Nabulsi
community has been able to utter or transform to special narrations in its
own language and concepts to express numerous local situations that took
place in the villages. The men relayed such tales during night sessions. In
addition, The community itself created special tales that spread
throughout the country in order to activate its capabilities and add to its
general inheritance, indicating its vivacity and influence.

The oral narration is the cultural background that has to be conserved by
documentation since it is the mirror of the present and reflection of the
future.
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