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Environmental Crimes: A Perspective on Environmental Behavior Factors in the
West Bank from Experts' Viewpoint

Prepared by: Nadeem Sami Mohammad Al-talahmeh
Supervisor: Dr. Wafaa Samih Al-khateeb
Co-supervisor: Dr. Ziad Qannam

Abstract:

The study aimed to uncover the reality of environmental crimes committed in the West
Bank and to what extent environmental behavior factors can contribute to preventing them,
according to experts. The study employed a two-pronged approach: a quantitative one,
using a survey tool to gather data from a sample of (100) participants from the
Environmental Quality Authority, Environmental Police (Tourism and Antiquities Police),
and institutions within the Palestinian network of environmental NGOs; and a qualitative
one, involving interviews with (7) individuals from these institutions. The sample was
chosen using an available sampling method from a community of (182) environmental
specialists working in relevant organizations. Additionally, the study utilized the historical
method, by analyzing the data and information which served by the studies, consulting
previous studies and conducting a comprehensive survey of libraries and journals to gather
all relevant scientific studies for establishing the study's scientific foundations, theoretical
framework, and interpretive theories.

The study has yielded a series of findings, with one of the most significant being the
alarmingly high level of environmental crimes in the West Bank. These crimes, often
stemming from commercial and industrial activities, were primarily driven by a lack of
awareness and concern for environmental issues. The study also highlighted the influential
role of values, culture, ethics, laws, economic opportunities, and incentives in shaping
environmental behavior in the region. Consequently, the study put forward several
recommendations, emphasizing the need for targeted environmental education to raise
awareness among the younger generation about environmental issues. This could be
achieved through educational, religious institutions, and awareness campaigns on social
media and traditional media to promote sound environmental values in the West Bank.
Additionally, the study stressed the importance of continuously updating Palestinian
environmental laws and regulations, both procedurally and punitively, to introduce stricter
and personal legal penalties that align with the current environmental landscape. It also
emphasized the promotion of environmentally friendly practices at individual and
institutional levels, as well as the incentivization of eco-friendly production methods.

Keywords: Crime, Environmental Crimes, Environmental Behavior.
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