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Abstract:

The research tackles Hamas' political and media discourse towards the West, at the official
and popular levels, during the time period (1987-2018), by analyzing it with regard to the
successive USA administrations during the presidency of George Bush, Barack Obama,
and Donald Trump, who completely rejected dealing with Hamas. Besides, the research
deals with Hamas’ discourse towards the European countries, whose stances varied
towards Hamas which had good relations with Russia.

The study compares Hamas’ discourse between the charter (1988) and the new document
(2017), by presenting the circumstances and motives behind their publications, similarities
and differences between them in form and content, as well as many issues, such as: the
position of Hamas towards the conflict with "Israel", the Zionist project, political solutions,
the Palestinian state, jihad and resistance, the PLO, the international community, human
rights, minorities and women.

On the other side, the research tackles the positions of the West towards Hamas' charter
and its latest document as well as the difficulties and challenges facing Hamas in its
relations with the West.

The research aims at finding out the extent of the change in the political and media discourse of
Hamas towards the West after its shifting from the opposition to power, to find out the reasons
why some Western countries dealt with Hamas despite the fact that it is on the lists of
"terrorism."

The study uses the following methods: historical, qualitative, descriptive analytical,
discourse analysis, and comparative methods. In addition to the “System Theory” by David
Easton, and it also uses the interview method.

The study concludes that Hamas' discourse, before and after its entry into the political arena,
had developed towards the West, as a result of the circumstances and challenges that Hamas
experienced, and it had been manifested towards many issues considered the cornerstone of the
West's vision towards Hamas. The West sought to politically contain Hamas by allowing the
movement to participate in the legislative elections (2006), but the movement refused the
conditions imposed by the international quartet. Consequently, the West tried again to contain
Hamas by imposing political and financial embargo.
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The research concludes that Hamas’ discourse has developed slowly due to Hamas’
ideological background. Yet, Hamas presented pragmatic and political flexibility. As a
result, Hamas’ discourse witnessed a change from the absolute opposition to the
acceptance of the West and the international community. The discourse also was
overshadowed by political and legal formulations instead of those religious and ideological
ones in the old charter. However, Hamas’ discourse was not fixed, according to the stances
of the West.

The research concludes that Hamas’ discourse will keep its current stability. Therefore, the
West will continue isolating Hamas politically and financially, and will not accept Hamas
as an active political actor in the Palestinian arena .

The research recommends Hamas to match its political and media discourse to its political
behavior, controlling the discourse through developing a strategy, and not to be merely a
reaction. Hamas must establish specialized institutions and research centers with qualified
experts, in order to have relations with the Western societies. Besides, Hamas must appoint
fluent spokespersons in different foreign languages .

Moreover, the research recommends Hamas to get advantages from the Western popular
sympathy, as well as to minimize the media broadcasting of materials related to military
actions, and above all to amend its charter.
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