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Israeli Colonization 1967-2004:

Its repercussions on the local Palestinian society in the Governorate of

Bethlehem
Name: Rasha Daoud Muhammad Rabay’a
Supervisor: Pro. Aziz Haider

Abstract

The study aims to give a clear idea about the Israeli occupation in the Governorate of
Bethlehem. The study shows that Israel worked, and is working hard, to control the most

important strategic locations in the governorate.

The study, further shows, the most important reasons that make Israeli occupation build
settlements in the Governorate of Bethlehem. The study located the important reasons
that stand behind the decisions made by the Israeli Occupation Authorities. The study
pinpointed the stages of colonization from 1967 to 2004 and their repercussions on the

local Palestinian society.

The historical approach, which was used as a tool of analysis, explains the concept of
occupation, its historical stages, the most important projects of Israeli occupation and the

number of Israeli settlements in the Governorate.

The research used several sources including writing sources, books, journals and various
websites to review the most important historical events in this regard that pertain to the

Governorate.
The most important results in this study are:

Firstly, there are new plans to build new colonies (settlements) in the Governorate of
Bethlehem, secondly, the Separation wall aims at, and has in fact, realized the separation

of a number of local villages from the rest of the country side of the Governorate.

Finally, the construction of the Separation wall has affected negatively the Palestinian
economy in general and the local economy in the Governorate in particular, causing the

influx of Palestinian “immigrant” work force from the Palestinian territory into Israel.
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