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The Role of the Palestinian Land and Water Settlement Courts in
Enhancing Women’s Access to Inheritance Rights A Case Study of the
“Hebron Settlement Courts”

Prepared by: Sahar Khaled Ahmad Saad

Supervised by: Dr . Mohammad Alsalimiya

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of Palestinian Land and Water Settlement Courts in
enhancing women’s access to their inheritance rights. A case study of the Hebron
Governorate Settlement Courts, Therefore, to complete this study, the researcher used the
qualitative descriptive approach. The study sample was taken from three communities, the
first of which was all women who submitted objections to the Hebron Land Settlement
Courts. The sample amounted to (374 women) who were selected by a simple random
method, the settlement judges working in the Hebron settlement courts they are (7) number,
were selected using a comprehensive survey. The third group consists of lawyers
specialized in settlement cases, the most important of which are inheritance disputes. They
are (12) in number and were deliberately chosen, as for the study tools, the researcher
worked on building three tools to complete this study. The researcher used the
questionnaire to apply it to a sample of women, and the interview was conducted directly
with the judges of the settlement courts. As for the community of lawyers, the discussion
circle was applied to them directly, and this study was conducted in the period between
January 2024 and the end of December 2024.

The study reached a set of results, namely that the Palestinian Land and Water Settlement
Courts contribute to a moderate degree in women’s access to their inheritance rights, and
that the laws and systems in force in the settlement courts were moderately clear to women,
and that the judicial system and the competence of the cadres working in the settlement
courts proved effective. To a moderate degree, as seen by women, as for the level of
awareness among women of their inheritance rights and how to obtain them through
settlement courts, it was high. The study also found that the challenges and obstacles that
women face in resorting to settlement courts to access their inheritance rights were high,

The results also showed that the axes clarity of the laws and systems in force in the
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settlement courts, the effectiveness of the judicial system, the efficiency of the cadres in
the settlement courts, and the contribution of the settlement court to women’s access to
their inheritance rights, were the exclusive axes and in order that had a statistically
significant relationship to the role of the Land and Water Settlement Court. In women’s

access to their inheritance rights.

The results of the study also showed that women do not differ in their approval of the role
of the Land and Water Settlement Courts in their access to their hereditary rights according
to their age and marital status. It also showed that women differ in their approval of the
role of the Land and Water Settlement Courts in their access to their hereditary rights
according to their educational levels and standard of living. And place of residence.

Through this study, the researcher reached a set of recommendations, namely the necessity
of the competent authorities and decision-makers working to modernize the land and water
settlement law and the laws related to inheritance and legal procedures, in addition to
approving legal legislation that is specific to and supportive of women, It is necessary to
work to raise women’s awareness regarding obtaining their inheritance rights, by activating
the role of civil society institutions, holding seminars and workshops to provide women
with legal information that helps them claim their rights, and creating legal associations
that work to help them and provide free or reasonable consultations , In order to speed up
the settlement of inheritance disputes and objections submitted before the Hebron
Governorate Settlement Courts, work must be done to solve all the obstacles and challenges
facing their work by supplying these courts with a sufficient number of judges and
employees, training and qualifying them, and providing them with all the necessary
capabilities to raise the level of the role of the Land and Water Settlement Courts in the

Hebron Governorate in performing their work.
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