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The Impact of the Social, Economical, and Political conditions in
East Jerusalem on the Youth culture and behaviors.

Student: Sameer Mohamed Moussa Amro
Director: Dr. Bernard Sabella

Abstract

This exploratory descriptive research aims at studying expected influence of the general
situation, represented by the social, political, and economical conditions, and to decide
the most influential factors on the youth culture and behaviors in East Jerusalem, during
the period 2010 -2014,

The study used the analytical descriptive approach quantitative and qualitative research,
for the quantitative part a questionnaire form - Annex 1 was designed and distributed to
200 youth of both sexes, and a number of 57 youth completed and returned the form,
and for the qualitative part a semi- structured interviews with 10 youth of both sex-
es was conducted, to understand their opinions, Annex 3, and used the SPSS for data
analysis.

The research study based on the assumptions that a relation existing between some neg-
ative behaviors by some youth groups and the environment that shapes their ideas,
views, and behaviors, as Jerusalemites has a special legal situation under Israeli Laws.
And theoretically based on theories related to behaviors and environment, including the
theory of concepts describing the triangle relations between space, attitude (behaviors)
and Power, It integrates the role of environment in shaping behaviors.

The results of both the quantitative and qualitative researches were identical, and the
youth in the semistructured interview explained verbally what their colleagues pointed
in the questionnaire.

The main outcomes of this research showed that the most influencing factor is the
workplace, and the more the contacts with the Israeli society through work, or education
the more the influence, annex 2, and especially on young youth, the research reflected
unclear and contradicting positions that can be explained in the following figures, on the
political dimension although majority of the youth described Israel as a regime of ethnic
discrimination, representing a threat to their culture, still 65% think the Jerusalemite IDs
they hold represent a Privilege and offer a more flexible opportunity to travel and work.

They don’t agree to give up these privileges in future political solution, and 38% of

T



them willing to take Israeli nationality, and 50% reject the Palestinian ID. If it leads to
give up the Jerusalemite 1D. 35% prefer international administration in Jerusalem.

The youth expressed their views and explained the reasons for their behaviors as a result
of the absence of a convincing Palestinian alternative, the weak role and programs of
the youth institutions.

The research proved that the main factors affecting the youth are the surrounding envi-
ronment, modernism, globalism, and imitation, which made a real threat to their cultural

identity.
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