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The National Committee Strategies for Confronting the Settlements and
its Role in Resisting the Israeli Attacks in the Jericho Governorate and
the Jordan Valley (Al- Ghour)

Abstract

This study was conducted between January 2005 and May 2006. Study population
consisted of the Palestinian inhabitants of the Jordan Valley (Jericho and Tubas
Governorates), who have been suffering from land loss due to the Israeli attacks for a long
time. This very reason encouraged the researcher to carry out this study so as to try to
uncover, objectively and by using scientific methods, the fact that settlements in the Jordan
Valley aim at confiscating the Palestinian land and water, evacuating the Palestinian
population and destroying the Palestinian economy. In addition, the study aimed generally
at introducing the role of the National Committee for Confronting the Settlements in
repelling against the Israeli settling attacks and the negative effects of the settling activities
in the research's target area.

The researcher used the descriptive analytical methodology in collecting date and testing
hypotheses by developing a questionnaire and reviewing related literature. The data was
analyzed statistically by using SPSS.

Study results showed that the majority of the surveyed emphasized the existence of
relationship between the committee and the inhabitants in the target area through real
communications and contact. This communication can be vividly seen through the
different kinds of aid and support received from the committee like financial, legal,
supplies and community support. As part of the committee's community support, the
committee used to organize sit-ins in the threatened areas as well as to provide legal advice
and follow up in the courts when needed.

In addition, the majority of the surveyed were satisfied with the services offered by the
committee such as assigning lawyers. This particular service contributed to the temporary
suspension of Israeli resolutions and annulling some of them in some cases. The committee
also helped in mobilizing popular support and assistance, besides the committee's role in
enhancing solidarity with the citizens, providing raising awareness and guidance programs
and fostering cooperation between the governmental and non-governmental organizations
for providing support for those who suffer from land loss.

Moreover, the majority of the surveyed highlighted the active public role of the committee
through exposing of the Israeli practices in the media, repelling against Israeli settlement
attacks by organizing popular sit-ins and marches in the endangered areas, as well as the
significant legal role that the committee plays in seeking assistance from the 1948 Arab
and Israeli lawyers. The majority also stressed the active role played by some
governmental organizations that supported the committee on top of which are the
Legislative Council Office, National Organizations' Office, Ministry of Local Government,
Civil Liaisons, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Finance. These bodies provided
financial assistance, legal follow up, agricultural aids, consultation and guidance.

The majority of the surveyed also emphasized the absence of some governmental

organizations including the Radio and Television Stations, Ministry of Public Works and
Survey Department. These organizations did not play the role assigned to them so as to
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cover and show the events taking place in the Jordan Valley, such as controlling the land
and evacuating the population. Neither did the Survey Department see the necessity of
surveying all the pieces of land owned and registering them for the sake of protection.

Concerning the impact of the settling activities in the Jordan Valley, the majority of the
surveyed stressed the negative impacts on the various sectors. Such effects on agriculture
were proved by the confiscation of the arable land and the declaration of it as closed
military zones, impeding the access of the farmers to their farms, preventing farmers from
expanding their cultivated land, limiting the areas of grazing and hampering shepherd's and
cattle owners' movement. As a result, the agricultural production decreased, many
inhabitants were forced to change movement's tracks as well as the increase in the
environment pollution resulted from waste water and debris from the settlements.
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