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An Analytical Study: Theimpact of print media on the development of
environmental awar eness

Prepared by: Samia Osama Wazwaz

Supervised by: Dr. Abdel Rahman Tamimi

Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the role ofigrmedia in the development of
environmental awareness. Despite the great expamsiaudio-visual and print media in
Palestine, the interest in environmental medidiisis the very initial stages and suffers
from a significant lack of specialized professi@analherefore, this study aims to identify
the effect of print media in the development of iemwnental awareness and
environmental values in Palestinian society, theabdity of the media to address
environmental issues for the Palestinian citizennderstand and comprehend, the extent
of its ability to express the environmental proldeplaguing the occupied Palestinian
territories, and the nature of the goals of pressemals related to the environment and
their resources, forms and elements used to hightigem.

To this end, the researcher used the descriptipeoaph in completing this study:
data has been collected, questions answered, gmuthi@ges tested using a review of
relevant published literature based on criticisnd @malysis. The researcher also used
content analysis by developing a content analysestipnnaire and analyzing the content
of a sample of the Palestinian print media, namdiQuds and Al-Ayyam newspapers,
respectively.

This study found that the goal of most of the cedepress materials in both
newspapers at hand is, in fact, public relatiith the ratio of 51.8 percent. The results
also showed that the topics and issues most addrdssthose two newspapers are the
issue of water distribution in the West Bank and&8&trip with the ratio of 17 percent,
and that the Palestinian news agencies were theaprisource of that subject.

Furthermore, regarding environmental topics, thesgrcovered the Palestinian
territories that were occupied in 1967 the mostl te relevant press materials that dealt
with environmental issues were based on the prasentof information in full. The news
was published at an extremely high rate in addngssnvironmental issues and topics with
the ratio of 89.2 percent which are among the rmpbrtant elements of society and the
environment. Although, most of the published maleelated to the environment were on
the inside pages of the newspapers, and highlighgffects were not used frequently or
sufficiently.



One of the main conclusions reached by the researish that the Palestinian
newspapers surveyed are newsletters and theiinréhe field of environmental awareness
is limited.

Based on the results of the study, the researclhggested a series of
recommendations which included the following: adtogpein environmental law that makes
it imperative for every media outlet to allocateasp dedicated to environmental issues;
including specialist environmental media programsuniversities, colleges and media
departments; organizing public opinion polls toedetine the public's views on published
environmental issues and their problems; conductinglies on the extent to which the
public benefits from the performance of differergdia outlets in the environmental field;
diversifying the forms of print press used in thhegentation of environmental issues; and
holding courses and workshops for media profesSpmambining media professionals

and environmental specialists
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