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Executive Summary
The contemporary Islamic discourse in Occupied
Palestine: The Hamas paradigm

Following a profound analysis of the subject matter, the researcher has
been able to determine the main features of the general Islamist discourse in
Occupied Palestine. These features include: 1-Islamicity. 2-
Comprehensiveness; and, 3- Objectivity.

The researcher adopted a practical paradigm based on the contemporary
Islamist discourse, namely that of the Islamic Resistance Movement,
Hamas.

In so doing, he presented a carefully-formulated analytical view of the
conflict in Palestine, discussing its various religious and political
dimensions. Needless to say, Hamas is an Islamic movement that resists the
Zionist occupation and also espouses Islam as its ideological base and
political ideology. Hence, the movement is seen as maintaining the sanctity
of the Palestinian cause based on Islamic principles.

The author explains how the Islamic discourse vis-a-vis the Palestinian
cause evolved considerably ever since the appearance of the Muslim
Brotherhood, which fought fiercely against the Zionist enemy during the
1948 war. Needless to say, the brotherhood continues to do the same,
namely resisting the Zionist occupation, through Hamas which in addition to
its active, even prominent involvement in the resistance, has participated
rather actively in the Palestinian political process, especially through its
participation in the 2006 general elections as well as in subsequent
governments.

In discussing the various requirements of the Islamist political
discourse, the researcher analyzed how that discourse played an important
role in maintaining and safeguarding the national constants of the
Palestinian cause, often in the face of formidable odds. Successes in this
regard included ascertaining and upholding the principle that defending
Palestine, its land and holy places, is a primary duty incumbent on all
Muslims and that no Muslim ought to take this duty lightly.

The author also pointed out that combining military resistance and
political activism was perfectly acceptable in the ideology and platform of
Hamas.

The present study underscored the leading role of Islamic resurgence in
fostering Islamic awareness in Palestinian public institutions such as
universities, mosques and other public facilities. This eventually helped
spread and maintain the Islamist dimension of the Palestinian cause.

More to the point, the study sought to satisfactorily answer several
questions pertaining to several contentious issues such as democracy,
political plurality and the women participation in the political process. It
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showed that Islam was not really incompatible with these issues as is often
mendaciously or ignorantly claimed by western and other sources.

Furthermore, the study featured certain successes of the general
Islamist discourse in meeting the informational needs of the masses through
dynamic activism, unhindered by stagnant traditions. Interestingly, this
happened without the Islamist movement succumbing to un-Islamic aspects
of westernization, which often come under the rubric of modernity.

Some of these successes found expressions in the promotion of
institutional building as Islamists were able to create successful models in
charitable and educational fields, which in turn played an important role in
solidifying the steadfastness of the Palestinian people.

Finally, the study criticized the phenomenon of party parochialism
within the overall Islamic camp which undermines efforts to enhance the
Islamic public appeal.

None the less, the study showed that the contemporary Islamist
discourse was able to maintain the “Umma’s “ religious and nationalistic
constants by indulging in serious activism, away from casualness and
mediocrity.

These successes were the result of meticulous planning as well as
engagement in cooperation with other Islamic groups as well as refraining
from getting entangled in preoccupation with distractions and secondary
issues.

The result, according to the study, has been more unity and
homogeneity in the Islamist discourse which greatly benefited the interests
of Muslim peoples around the world as well as those of the Palestinian
people and their enduring national cause.

(End)
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