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The Role of the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council in Preserving the
Architectural Heritage of Jerusalem City

(1340-1367 Hijri)

(1922-1948 AD.)
Prepared by: Ghadeer Ghaleb Zaid Qadan
Supervised by: Dr. Yusuf Said Natsheh

Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of the Supreme Islamic Shari’a Council in preserving
the architectural heritage of Jerusalem. To achieve the study objectives, the sutdent
referred to the archives of the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council which includes thousand of
documents related to constructions in historical Palestine in general and in Jerusalem in
particular. The historical approach was adopted as a basic methodology to document,
collect and arrange the information related to the architectural buildings in Jerusalem. The
descriptive approach was also used to describe and understand the work procedures
adopted by the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council to preserve the architectural heritage of
Jerusalem. Moreover, the analytical approach was used to evaluate the role of the Supreme
Islamic Shari*a Council in preserving the architectural heritage of Jerusalem.

This study attempted to highlight the efforts made by the Supreme Islamic Shari’a Council
in preserving the architectural heritage of Jerusalem in the period (1340-1367 Hijri) -
corresponding to (1922-1948 AD.). The first chapter addressed the theoretical framework
which highlites the researcher’s methodology as well as the study problem and objectives.

The second chapter “the informational aspect” has addressed the main keystones of the
establishment of the Supreme Islamic Shari’a Council and the surrounding conditions by
which the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council has been influenced as well as the tasks
assigned to it. Then, it highlights the architectural heritage by which Jerusalem city is
enriched, and indicats the specialty of this architectural heritage and the risks to which it
was exposed a during the British Mandate. The researcher also attempted to clarify the

requirements of preserving the architectural heritage of Jerusalem.



The third Chapter indicats the efforts made by the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council for
preserving the architectural heritage; as it has presented several renovation and
maintenance processes of a group of historical buildings; mainly Al-Agsa Mosque and the
surrounding holy buildings. Then, it has moved to talking about the buildings which exist
in the old town in Jerusalem, including some schools, mosques and small mosques. It has
also discussed the ways which supported the ancient activities and efforts made to preserve
the architectural heritage of Jerusalem city such as the works which included replacing the
functions of buildings to preserve them, as well as other works including destruction and
reconstruction processes in addition to the establishments and facilities which have been

added to the buildings by the Supreme Islamic Shari’a Council.

After the activities and efforts of the Supreme Islamic Shari‘a Council, it was necessary to
evaluate the role which it performed at the technical and procedural levels, and to measure
its success or failure level in preserving the historical and architectural buildings in
Jerusalem; taking into consideration the difficulties which encountered the Supreme
Islamic Shari‘a Council, and to present the methodology of dealing with the architectural
heritage of Jerusalem by the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council, in addition to the role of
regional contributions in the projects conducted by the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council to
preserve the architectural heritage.

Finally, the study has come out with a set of findings according to what was mentioned in
the documents of the Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council which attempted to preserve the
architectural heritage of Jerusalem city within the available possibilities. The researcher
also recommends that it is necessary to continue studying the efforts and activities of the
Supreme Islamic Shari'a Council after (1367Hj-1948 AD); as there are several documents

related to this period at the Heritage Revival Organization.
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