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Abstract

The study reported in this thesis discussed the lawful protection of the Palestinian cultural

properties. The research was chosen at a time Palestinian lands are witnessing very broad

operations of transfer, smuggling and destruction of those cultural properties. Since 1948

till 2007 Israel hasn't stopped the illegal excavations works — recently, Al-Magharbah Gate

excavations on the 7™ February — either in the occupied territories in 1948 or in the
occupied towns after 1967.

What is extremely significant in this research is raising key issues and difficulties. At first,
the non-existence of a Palestinian antiquities law which maintains these cultural properties
as well as the absence of Palestinian heritage copy which hasn't been approved yet.
Moreover; The Israel violations against martial occupation law since it is described as an

occupation state.

In addition, the implemented antiquities laws differ in the West-Bank from those
implemented in Gaza. Lastly, issuing many Israeli military orders for the sake of
judaization of those cultural properties. As a result; all these issues led to lose many of

those properties.

Because these properties occupy a great and exceptional value, they must be guaranteed
not only by the local law system but also by the international law and treatment,
particularly in the light of Israel aggressive practices against those properties. Furthermore;
the inquiry is being raised upon the nature of those Israeli brutal and aggressive acts

towards these historical, religious and cultural proofs

It is hardly to suggest in details all the issues related to the cultural properties concept. As a
result, we brief to study the antiquities locations and religious places, for they are
considered to be the most important on one hand, and a vital subject that has something to

do with the sevourignity, mastery, and independence of state on the other hand.

VIl



This study depends on following the descriptive and analytical method by which we
searched the cultural properties concept and its legitimacy. Also we discussed the role of
local and international low to protect these properties during the martial occupation.
Furthermore; we revealed the Israel violations against these properties and the international

responsibility for that, showing types of legitimate protection towards those properties.

The research has concluded the lack of judicial , executive, and legitimate protection of the
Palestinian cultural properties. Therefore; issuing a Palestinian antiquities law is very
urgent and necessary to maintain those properties and we must deal with the unified Arab

law of antiquities till the former mentioned law is issued .

It is recommended that all those Palestinian antiquities must be registered in order to prove
mastery of the Palestinian state over them. In addition; the international pressure must be
put on Israel to stop its aggressive practices against those antiquities .Moreover; there is a
need to bring back all the properties smuggled outside the Palestinian territories,
demanding Israel to compensate what it has destroyed, punishing its individuals as
criminals. Eventually, the international community must implement on Israel all the

decisions issued by the United Nations regarding this case.
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