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Cognitive Style (dependence — independence) and its relationship to decision-making
with school Principals in Jenin

Prepared: Fawgia Muhammad Jaradat

Supervised by:Dr. Omar Remawi

Abstract

The study aimed at identifying the extend of school principals acquisition of the cognitive
style (dependence — independence), and its relation to decision taking in Jenin Governorate

according to (sex, major, qualification, age, and years of experience).

The study community consisted of all the male and female school principals in Jenin
Governorate, that were (164) principal from (142) governmental schools, (16) private
schools, and (6) UNRWA schools. The sample included (115) principals, nearly 70% of
the study population chosen by the stratified random sample, and after collecting the data,
the total number was (105) questionnaires, (3) questionnaires were excluded because of
their invalidation for statistical analysis, thus the study sample that was analyzed was (102)

subjects.

The researcher followed the descriptive approach for its suitability for the study problems
and goals, the data were collected through a questionnaire that was built for this purpose.
The study tool consisted of two main parts, the first part included a general information
about the subject, while the second part included the study scales, these were: the cognitive
style scale (dependence — independence) prepared by the researcher, it consisted of (40)
items that measures the cognitive style(dependence — independence), and a descision
taking scale prepared by Al-Quda and Al-Mumni (2005) used in the study of Al-kuwaz and
Abd El-Karim (2011). The scales were presented to the arbitrators, then they were

modified and verification of the criterions reliability and validity was done, See Appendix

(4).

The results showed that there is no statistically significant differences in the averages of
the cognitive style (dependence — independence) among school principals in Jenin
Governorate according to the variables of (age, major, qualification, age, and years of

experience). There also no statistically significant differences in the averages of decision



taking among school principals related to the variables of (sex, major, qualification, age,
and years of experience).

The results showed also that there is a negative statistical significance at the level of
(0<0.05) between the averages of the cognitive style (reliance), the averages of the

cognitive style (independence) and the averages of decision taking.

There is also a positive statistically significant difference at the level of (a <0.05)
between the averages of the cognitive style (independence) and the averages of decision
taking.

In the light of the results, the researcher recommends conducting more studies and
scientific researches that focuses on identifying the cognitive (dependence -
independence) among school principals and its relation to decision taking in general and

other different samples in the community.
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