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Abstract

The title of this study is “The asscciation betwesn early marriage and prematurity among newboms in
Gaza Govemorates”.  The aim of this study is to find out the association between early marriage and
hospitalized prematurity,

Objectives of the study: tc assess the pre-maturity stalus in the Gaza governorates, to identify socio-
demographic risk factors associated with pre-matirity, to assess ihe asscciation between pre-maturity
and residency of mothers, to explore the association between mothar's age at marriage and pre-
maturity, to explore the association between mothar's age at delivery and pre-maturity, to identify the
association between pre-maturity and infant weight. to assess the association between pra-maturity and
mother's years of education and to explere the association between pre-maturity and delivery outcome
(single, twins, triplet and quadriplet).

Population and Sampiing: all live births (108683} during the period between 1t of Jan.,199¢ & 315t of
Dec., 2002 in Northern, Gaza and Mid-zane Ggrernerates. The sample consisted of all newboms
(8457) who weighted less than 2500 grams at birth.

Material of the Study: Birth Registration Record from the Ministry of Healih's information center.

Results, conclusions and recommendations: The distribution of all live and premature births by
weight and governorate indicated that the majoity of the total premature newborns are from Gaza
governorate (55.1%) while the least fro Mid-zona govemorate {19%). The distribution of the total
number cf live and premature births by weight and gender suggested that the majority of live births are
males (51.8%) while the majority of premature are females (53.6%). The distribution of all live and
premalure newboms by weight and mothers age at marriage suggested that the maiority of births are
for mothers whose age at marriage was over 18 years 47.4% and 48.3% for newboms weighting more
than 2500 grams and less or equal to 2500 grams, respectively.  The distribution of all live and
premature newborns by weight and mothers age &t delivery suggested that the majority of newborns are
for mothers whose age at delivery was over 18 years 94.5% and 92% for newboms weighting more
than 2500 grams and less or equal to 2500 grams, respectively. The distribution of all live and
premature births by weight and mothers age at marriage and mothers years of education suggested that
mothers who had 7-12 years of education had premature newboms more than mothers who had
educational years less than 7 years and over 12 years of education regardless of mothers age at
marriage. The distribution of all live and premature births by weight and mothers age at delivery and
mothers years of education suggested that mothers whe had 7-12 years of education had premature
newborns more than mothers who had educational years less than 7 years and over 12 years of
education regardiess of mothers age at delivery. The distribution of all live births by weight, mothers
age at marriage and delivery outcome suggested thal mothers who give birth to single delivery outcome
had the highest percentage of premature newboms, regardless of mothers age at mariage.  In
addition, the number of premature twins was directly related to mothers age at marriage, The majority
of triplet and quadraplet delivery outcomes were premature newborns, regardless of mothers age at
marriage.  The majority of triplet and guadraplet delivery outcomes were premature newboms,
regardless of mothers age at delivery.

In the light of the study results, the researcher's recommendations are: Improving and reforming the
referral and information system conceming newboms, particularly premature newborns' records.
Further studies are needed to explore the reasons behind percentage of pre-maturity among females.
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Chapter One

Introduction
1.0 Background
A mounting number of studies in the literature as well as programmatic
evidence increasingly confirm that those infants who Have not matured to 37
weeks is a significant contributor to child health problems and developmental
problems and to infant mortality in developing countries. In addition, existing
literature support the view that early marriage has obvious impact on infant
maturity. A number of studies have found that the incidence of premature
infants is directly related to different factors one of whichis early marriage.
According to Drew et al (1996) women who reported early marriage during

sregnancy.in 1296.were 1.1 times more likely to deliver prematurely.

According to the Women Affair Center’s questionnaire survey (2000) 42
percent of marriages in Palestine involve girls that are 17 years old or less,
and between 9 to 17 percent of unions involved boys aged 18 years old or
less. They indicated that the majority of these girls and boys are 15 -17 years
old and 17-18 years, respectively. Records of Sharia court (1999) showed
that 11.5 percentof early married women were 12— 14 years, whereas the
Women Affair Center’'s questionnaire survey (2000) indicated that 18.4
percent of early married women were 12 — 14 years old. This difference
suggested that some parents of very young girls may falsify documents in
order to circumvent the law. Alternatively, judges can apply their discretionary

powers afforded by the exceptions to the minimum marital age under the taw



and conduct marriages between very young boys and girls. They may forge
such unions, or assess each union on individual basis. For example, a judge
may view a parent's dire economic conditions as sound reason for the

marriage. (Women’s Affairs Center, 1999).

Early marriage has implications for the following: personal freedom, chance to
develop a full sense of selfhood, psychological and emotional well being,
reproductive health, educational opportunity, well-being of families and for

society as a whole.

1.1 Geography

Palestine is comprised of two geographically separated areas, Gaza Strip
(GS} and the West Bank {WB) including East Jerusalem. The WB is an area
of approximately 5.634 square kilometers. it is located between the coastal
plain in the west and the Jordan valley inthe east. Gazaisan elongated
zone located on the south of Palestine, stretching along the Mediterranean
Sea between lIsrael and Egypt. Gaza Strip is an area of 362 square
kilometers. Gaza strip is divided into five Governarates: Northern, Gaza City,
Mid-zone, (Southern) Khanyounis and Rafah. Within these provinces there

are four towns, eight refugee camps and fourteen villages.

1.2 Demography

1.2.1 Population

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2000) estimated the population
of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank to 3.150.056 inhabitants, of whom
1.428.891 are registered as refugees. They estimated the population of the

Gaza Strip to be 1.138.126 of whom 73.6% were refugees. They also
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