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The Impact Of The Russian Immigrants On Both The Political And

Economic Aspects In Israel
Prepared by: Ablah Omar Mohammad Darweesh
Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Rafieq Awad

Abstract:

This study aim to demonstrate the impact of the Russian immigrants on both the political
and economic aspects in Israel, and their contribution and effect in establishing internal
and external policies, especially during the period 1989 2016

The study consist of three chapters, the first one includes the introduction, study plan, and
the theoretical frame. Whereas the second chapter a thorough description of the
immigration stations, history, focusing on 1990 upsurge of immigration in terms of
numbers, characteristics, and political attitude.

In addition, the second chapter includes the impact of Russian immigrantson the political
context in Israel locally and internationally and their effect therefore on the Palestinian-
Israel cause.

Reaching the third chapter “the economic impact of the Russian immigrants in Israel
during 1989-2016”, the Israeli economic structure and its associates.Besides presenting the
impact of Russian immigration in evolving and improving the Israeli economy.

The study proved that the Russian immigrant’s power had a significant impact on Israeli
political arena. Furthermore, they have the ability to impact elections and guarantee the
victory or loose of a certain party. The 1992 elections reflected the Russians ability to
effect elections balance besides policy changing when the Labor Party won and changed
the policy of the Likud government, and began a peace process that ended with the
declaration of the Oslo agreement. The Russian voting power was manifested in the
following elections, most notably the 2001 elections that brought Sharon to the
premiership, the founding of the (Israel Baituna) the extreme right party, led by Avigdor
Lieberman, who has long been a key player in Israeli politics and a promoter of settlement
forces.

On the economic level, the study showed the role of Russian immigrants in saving the
Israeli economy from the recession that gripped the economy throughout the 1980s.

Hundreds of thousands of skilled migrants worked to stimulate, deepen and expand the



economy, attracting large foreign investments. Their lobbying power proved its
effectiveness when they supported Rabin's government that eliminated Shamir's
government. Rabin’s government that has attracted billions of dollars in the name of the
peace process, absorbing immigrants and ending Israel's economic boycott.

This study has been established using both the historical and the systems analysis approach
in analyzing its data, illustrating the history of emigration fluctuation, its effect, and its
characteristics. In addition, the study provides analysis of emigrant’s affiliation within the
new society in accordance to the system analysis method and the political party theories,
demography, identity, alienation, rebellion, blending, and the stages of identity conflict.
The study was able to prove the untrue claims about the natural rightist and chauvinism,
and implicit spontaneous hatred of the Russian immigrants toward Arab. Russians
immigrated towards new livable opportunities and not for national and ideological reasons.
Their inclination towards rightist wings or toward Arabs came in response to personal
interest, unstable political context and/or Zionist propagandas.

The main character of this study is its interest of the fade of “Israel baliah” party and its
fusion in “likud” party, and the retreat of the “Israel baytona” party. Such circumstances
indicate that the integration of Russian immigrants in the economic and political Israel
context is proximate especially for the new generation. According to experts, such
component indicates that the political Russian “Ghetto” in Israel is dismantled, and the
retreat of Russian ethnicity in the political parties.

This study came to break the stereotype image of the Russian immigrants in Israel, who are
today merged in the Israeli community, and the new generation took further steps towards
additional integration.

This study presented various recommendations, mainly the need to focus on the role of
Russian immigrants from a pragmatic point of view, thus the impact on this role can be
done through interest rather than ideology. In addition, the study recommended the need to
work with Moscow asimpartialpeace broker replacing the prolonged role of the United
States in this manner, taking into consideration that Moscow can positively direct and

affect the emigrant’s role in supporting durable peace process.
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