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The Role of Agricultural Extension in the Development and Sustainability of
the Strawberry Value Chain in West Bank
During the Period 2008-2024

Prepared by:  Ahlam Odeh

Supervised by: Dr. Thameen Hijawi

Abstract :

This study aims to explore the role of the official agricultural counseling with the development
of the value chain of the strawberry crop towards innovation, in the West Bank regions (Tulkarm,
Qalqiliya, Jenin, and Hebron), using the quantum, analytical descriptive approach to identify the
economic feasibility of this agriculture, through questionnaire and interviews with a number of
agricultural guides, experts and specialists in cultivating suspended strawberry in the targeted
areas, and through field visits to strawberry farms in West Bank.

The questionnaire contains a number of topics and paragraphs, including the role of agricultural
counseling in the development of farmers *experience and the extent of agricultural guides with
the farmers of suspended strawberry, in addition to the attempt that describes the series, costs and
profits for the economic feasibility of strawberry and the issue of livelihood.

As for the study community, it includes the farmers of suspended strawberry in the area of West
Bank, particularly those who practice strawberry cultivation suspended within the scope of the
study whose number is (18), and instead of using the exploratory sample, the comprehensive
inventory method has been adopted; Due to the importance of targeting all the parties concerned
to reach a comprehensive and accurate image of the value chain of the suspended strawberry crop,
as this approach helps to collect integrated data that reflects all stages of the value chain accurately
and in detailed.

The results of the study show a significant disparity between farmers in assessing the role of
agricultural extension in improving their performance in the cultivation of suspended strawberries,
as 47.1% of farmers reported that agricultural extension had a positive role in improving
production, by filling to a lack of clarification methods and tools used in agricultural extension are
old and must be updated, the most important problem they have is to obtain seedlings mothers, is
it a first generation or a second generation? And its sensitivity to diseases, and their inability to
diagnose diseases that affect seedlings, and the lack of guarantees on the type of variety, the
inability to produce mothers' seedlings, as the results of the study also show that the most important
challenges facing the farmers of suspended strawberry are high financing for investment in the
cultivation of suspended strawberries, lack of capital, limited agricultural land, urban crawl,



excessive financial cost of production inputs, lack of experience to obtain high quality of the
product, and indicated the results of the comprehensive survey That the average amount of
production was higher for the first generation with an average of 7.5 tons per dunums, followed
by the first and second generation with an average of 7.1 tons per dunum, followed by the second
generation with an average of 6.0 tons per dunums.

The results of the comprehensive survey indicated that the amount of production in the ton per
dunum from the hanged strawberry to the agricultural center in has reached 7.4 tons for 7.3 tons
for the agricultural center, that the highest average production amount was for Qalgilya
Governorate with an average of 9.5 tons per dunum, followed by a fetus with an average of 7 tons
per dunum, followed by Tulkarm Governorate, with an average of 6.9 tons for dunums, then
Hebron Governorate with an average of 6 tons for dunum.

In terms of economic feasibility, although the expected revenues from the cultivation of
suspended strawberries seem great, but the study indicates the need to follow prices and modernize
marketing strategies to ensure sustainability, the adoption of modern technologies requires a higher
educational level, noting that mothers' cultivation gives better production than the second
generation, Also, cooperation with agricultural consultants had a role in the development of
suspended strawberry cultivation, and the results show that the membership of farmers in
associations was for real reasons and not only to reach support, and this project had a great role in
improving livelihoods for farmers of suspended strawberry in the West Bank. The existence of a
positive relationship and communication between the agricultural consultants and farmers.

The main challenges facing farmers are high investment costs, competitive financing, weak
marketing and government support, conditions that affect competition, climate change and lack of
dedicated agricultural extension agents, therefore, irrigation water costs.

Through this study, we reach a number of conclusions: the existence of a relationship between
extension agents and farmers, and the need to improve the extension agent tool for extension
agents, as microchip farmers face problems including lack of financial resources, poor experience
and technical awareness, high cost of technologies, reliance on external support and weak
contribution to the government demand that they promote this sector and do not include the quality
of seedlings, lack of desire for a source of production revenues, and monopoly of its private sector.
Through the results and conclusions of the study, we reach a number of recommendations to
improve agricultural extension and enhance communication channels between farmers and
agricultural advisers and raise awareness of the importance of consultations, support training and
development, support and development of new marketing channels locally and globally, and
providing financial support and facilitating access to soft loans to buy and adopt modern
technologies , Work to improve and develop infrastructure, transportation and logistics, and create
a laboratory to multiply strawberries, modernize the tools and technologies used in the counseling
process, support scientific research and innovation in strawberry cultivation and improve
marketing and storage strategies.
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