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Environmental Damage civil liability’s specificity

Prepared by: Areen Mohammad Abdulrahman Abu sneneh

Supervisor: Dr. eumar euraygat

Abstract

This study addresses the issue of the specificity of civil liability for environmental
damage in Palestine, under the laws regulating the provisions of civil liability,
namely the Civil Wrongs Ordinance No. (36) of 1944 and its amendments of 1947,
the Journal of Justice Judgement, and special legislations related to environmental
protection, whether air, water, or soil; primarily the Palestinian Environmental Law
No. (7) of 1999.

The study aims to achieve the greatest possible protection for those harmed by
environmental damage and to understand the concept of causality between fault and
damage, and ways to prove it to establish civil liability. It also clarifies the provisions
for compensation for environmental damage, highlighting the importance of
establishing a specific legal framework for civil liability for environmental damage
and the resulting negative impacts on individuals and states. This is particularly
critical as environmental-related legislation has not adequately addressed this issue,
leaving those harmed by environmental damage forced to apply general civil liability
rules for wrongful acts in an attempt to obtain compensation. This necessitates
updating the general provisions of civil liability to align with the specific nature of

emerging environmental damages, ultimately aiming to build a legal system under



which the perpetrator of environmental damage can be held accountable and

required to compensate the harmed party, whether the damage is material or moral.

The study reached several conclusions, the most notable being: the unique nature of
environmental damage precludes the application of traditional civil liability
principles and their operations, necessitating the exploration of new civil liability
rules. Consequently, the principles of strict liability have been adopted in many
areas, including compensation for environmental damage, based on the presumption

of fault without the need to prove it.

Keywords: Environmental damage, civil liability, compensation, civil liability
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