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The impact of conducting rehabilitation programs for liberated political
prisoners in Bethlehem and its reflections on their actual and aspired-to
developmental role

Abstract

The main target of this study is to identify the impact of conducting rehabilitation
programs for liberated political prisoners in Bethlehem and its reflections on their actual
and aspired-to developmental role. The information extracted from the viewpoints of the
released political prisoners who have received services from any of the rehabilitation
programs during the period 1998-2008. The study examined the rehabilitation programs on
the grounds that they are part of the development of Palestinian society and the amount of
satisfaction gained by liberated prisoners from services provided by these programs. The
study also sought to know the obstacles facing the program on the one hand ¢ and to
identify mechanisms to improve the efficiency and development of services on the other.
In addition ¢ the study sought to examine legislation relating to the rehabilitation of
released prisoners and their responsiveness to their needs and their role to develop their
societies.

When the researcher chose this subject to study ¢ he based on the fact that unemployment
among the released prisoners in the Palestinian society is growing rapidly caused by the
continued Israeli policy of arrests ¢« and which has dramatically increased the Palestinian
unemployment rate. In addition to the importance of the services rendered by the
rehabilitation programs and their ability to highlight the liberated prisoners’ developmental
role on the grounds that prisoners represent an important sector in Palestinian society ¢« and
are therefore able to integrate within their societies if they find the programs and
possibilities in which to do so.

The researcher used the method of descriptive analysis ¢ and collected information ¢
studying the hypotheses of the study and testing them with reference to previous studies on
the topic. The material was then processed with criticism and analysis. The researcher then
designed the questionnaire ¢ and statistically analyzing its outcomes using statistical
packages (SPSS).

This study was conducted during the period between February 2007 and February 2010.
The population sample of the study included all liberated prisoners of the Bethlehem
district (1998-2008) ¢« and who received services from a rehabilitation program for
liberated prisoners. The study sample included 460 liberated male and female prisoners ¢
constituting twenty percent (20%) of a total liberated prisoner population of 2327 in the
district.

The importance of the study rests in the fact that it looks at an important Palestinian issue ¢
that of liberated Palestinian prisoners ¢ people who represent an important model within
Palestinian society. Many of these political prisoners served very long sentences. The
research topic is also important at the Palestinian governmental and civil society level ¢
with regard to the rehabilitation of these prisoners and their return to the community with
the related priorities of enabling them to participate in developing their communities
through the development of rehabilitation services offered to them.



With regards to the respondents’ feedback on the program ¢ the respondents’ attitudes
towards the nature of the rehabilitation program were that it moderately reached its goals
(scoring 3.4308). Respondents’ satisfaction with the rehabilitation program was also
moderate (scoring 2.9792) ¢ and is consistent to some extent with the overall objectives of
the program ¢ the most important of which are the rehabilitation and reintegration of
liberated prisoners ¢ and strengthening their role in societal development ¢ and the ability to
bring positive change to the lives of these liberated prisoners ¢« many of whom have been
able to find employment as a result of the programs ¢ and which in turn helped to improve
their economic conditions ¢ the development of their capabilities and raise their level of
performance through their active participation in the process of building and community
development.

The results also showed that there are many obstacles that still face the rehabilitation
program from the viewpoint of the respondents ¢ such as lack of a mechanism to absorb
them after the rehabilitation of prisoners ¢ and the instability of adequate financial support
to work on the diversification of rehabilitative services. The study also showed that many
of the respondents view the implications of the rehabilitation on their development on
liberated prisoners in Bethlehem were moderately valued (scoring 3.4945) ¢« which is
consistent to some extent with the goal of the program that seeks to highlight the
developmental role of these prisoners across the quality of services provided ¢ which
helped to integrate prisoners into society editors ¢ and to highlight the role of development «
and enhancing their participation in the process of construction and development.

The study also demonstrated that the mechanisms that have been put forward to improve
the efficiency of the rehabilitation program in Bethlehem from the viewpoint of the
respondents were highly valued (4.0496) ¢« and which is due to the lack of financial
resources available to finance the rehabilitation program ¢« which has faced difficulties from
some donors who set conditions for the transfer of funds.

The study showed the lack of a statistically significant impact on the rehabilitation
program for liberated prisoners in Bethlehem on their development that is based on the
variables of gender ¢ place of residence ¢ or political affiliation. The study does « however ¢
show the explicit existence of differences with regards to the implications of the of
prisoner rehabilitation program in Bethlehem on their developmental role based on the
variables of educational qualification ¢ age group ¢ marital status ¢ total years of captivity ¢
current employment ¢« means of obtaining employment ¢« and the type of service.

At the end of the study ¢ the researcher offers several recommendations ¢ including the
need to work to support the rehabilitation program so that it continues to provide services ¢
and because of the importance of reintegration into the Palestinian community; to work to
improve the quality of services provided by the program in line with the requirements of
the local labor market and meets the needs ¢ aspirations and developmental role of
liberated prisoners; and the need to work to amend the laws relating to liberated prisoners
to include all prisoners regardless of period of detention while taking into account
differences in needs based on time spent by each prisoner in prison ¢ and to establish
developmental investment projects to absorb and facilitate the rehabilitation of liberated
prisoners to meet their needs and activate their economic reintegration in society.
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