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The stereotypical image of the Muslim in the western cinema: The
American cinema as an example

Prepeared by: Roua Ali Saleh Abuasi

Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Rafeeq Awad.

Abstract

This study titled "The stereotypical image of the Muslim in the western cinema:
The American cinema as an example" investigates the most important tools and
strategies of misrepresentation and distortion used by the western media as it
tackles the stereotypical and distorted images of the Muslims in Hollywood. The
importance of this study stems from its attempt to deconstruct and examine the
stereotypical images of the Muslim in the American cinema which is considered
one of the most influential platforms on the global collective awareness. Hence,
this study aims to highlight the patterns of the stereotypes industry, its' policies
and ways of forming them as well. Therefore, this study seeks to reveal the
stereotypes of Muslims in the American cinema since the American invasion of
Afghanistan and Iraqg to 2018, which are due to the intellectual, political, religious
and historical motives influenced by to the Orientalist image of the Muslim.

To achieve this, the study adopted the qualitative analysis approach to read and
overview a variety of Hollywood films in which Muslims were incorporated either
as major or secondary characters. The films presented in this study were chosen
after watching one hundred films released between 2001 and 2018. Also, the
researcher referred to a variety of primary and important literature written in this
field such as "The Political Message of Hollywood: Deconstructing the American
Film" by Ibrahim Aloush and " Real Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a
people™ by Jack Shaheen.

The study concluded that Hollywood has vilified Arabs and Muslims in most of
the films produced between 2001 and 2018, and in which Arabs and Muslims were
addressed either directly or implicitly. The results also show that the American
cinema has portrayed Muslims through twelve images eleven of which were
distorted and fabricated images such as the terrorist Muslim and the barbaric
Muslim. Related stereotypes emerge out of the previous images such as the image
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of the violent and the primitive Muslim. In spite of these stereotypes, American
cinema, on the other hand, offered positive images of the Muslims but they remain
exceptional compared to what prevails.

The study recommends that Arabs and Muslims should increase their awareness
towards the danger of distorting their Arab and Islamic reality and should face this
challenge away from any practices that may otherwise exacerbate the crisis.
Hence, it is necessary to produce alternative images and redouble the efforts and
the investments in order to activate the role of the Arab-Islamic cinema worldwide
as well as establishing Islamic research centers and institutions in the United States
of America to exchange research and studies which allows more real
understanding of the Arabs and Muslims and thus prevents these stereotypes from
negatively affecting ordinary viewers.
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