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Vacancy of the Palestinian Legislative Council’ Member’ Seat

Prepared by: Issa Naseem Issa Jadallah

Supervisor: Dr. Abdul Malik Al-Rimawi

Abstract

This study addressed the concept of parliamentary membership, its conditions, and the
resulting duties, rights, and privileges. This was done as a prelude to discussing the ordinary
and exceptional cases of vacancies in the Palestinian Legislative Council and concluding with
an examination of the criteria for revoking parliamentary membership and the mechanism for
filling vacant seats in the Legislative Council. The study relied on the descriptive analytical
method and arrived at a set of results, the most important of which was that the Palestinian
Basic Law imposed duties on Legislative Council members and granted them rights and
privileges, the most important of which is parliamentary immunity, which is considered a form
of legal protection for them and a motivation for them to perform their constitutional duties to
the fullest. The study also examined the reasons for the vacancy of a Legislative Council
member's seat, including ordinary reasons such as resignation and death, as well as
exceptional reasons such as party affiliation change and disqualification. Additionally, it
explored the criteria for revoking parliamentary membership and the mechanism for filling
vacant seats in the Legislative Council. The study also revealed several legislative deficiencies
related to the regulation of membership in the Legislative Council, such as the absence of
Palestinian legislative texts clarifying the legal status of the immunity of Legislative Council
members after the expiration of their term and the absence of a newly elected council, as well
as the nature of parliamentary immunity granted to its members. Furthermore, the legislative
texts lack legal regulation of exceptional cases, particularly the issue of incompatibility
(combining membership with employment). In its recommendations, the study called for
holding legislative elections in accordance with principles and the law, and the necessity of
amending the legal texts to address the shortcomings in regulating membership in the

Legislative Council.
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