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The Russian Position towards Arab Revolutions
2010 - 2013
Researcher: Hadi Khalil Mohammed Awad
Main supervisor: Dr. Ahmed Abu Dayyeh
Abstract:

The study at shedding light on the Russian position from the Arab
revolutions that started in the late of 2010. In addition, it also aims at knowing
the delimiters and motivations that governed the Russian position regarding
the changes on the Arab area.

The significance of the study lies in clarifying and specifying the Russian
position from the Arab revolution since the Russian Federation has been one
of the main states in the international system Recognizing the Russian
position from the Arab revolutions help understanding the Russian trends
towards the Arab world and during the stage of changes.

The problem of the study is represented through finding an answer to the
following main question: what is the reality of the Russian position regarding
the Arab revolutions? The study starts with several hypothesis which state the
hesitant and reluctant Russian position which is attributed to the unclear
vision of the decision makers in the Russian foreign policy towards the Arab
region, and the size of Russian interests in the Arab region is the point the
specifies the Russian position regarding the changes that occur in the Arab
region.

The study depended on the descriptive methodology through specifying the
outlines of the Russian foreign policy towards the Arab region and its position
from the changes that occur in the Arab region represented in the Arab spring.
The study tackled the reality and the most important stages of Arab — Russian
relation. In addition to the Russian strategy, trends, and characteristics
towards the Arab region. The study has also reviewed the Russian positions
regarding the Arab spring revolutions.

The study concluded a number of results, and the most important of which
states that, the Arab — Russian relations have undergone several stages, since
the relation was changeable based on what s forced by the nature of the
current political situation for both sides, and the Russian policies towards the
Arab region were governed by a set of motivations, pragmatic purposes, and
interests to which Russian sought to achieve through its foreign policy.

In previous years, Russian was able to establish strong relations with its
traditional allies in the region. Russian was also surprised from what is
happening in the Arab region, and therefore, its concern regarding these
revolutions was diverse in accordance with its political, economical, and



military interests. However, the Russian position regarding the Tunisian
revolution represented in not paying any attention due to the lack of political
interests in Tunisia, while, at the beginning of the revolution, Russia
presented its supports to the Egyptian regime. Soon after, Russia Changed its
position in order to keep its position with the Egyptians after the revolution.

As for the Libyan revolution, the Russian position represented in supporting
the Libyan system and rejecting any international resolution against Libya.
After the internationalization of the case by the Arab league and the issuance
of security council resolutions to impose punishments on the Libyan form of
government, and the development of the situation to reach using military
solution, Russia did not use the veto against this decision in an attempt to
keep good relations with the United States and the Arab League.

When the revolutioners controlled the Libyan areas, Russian position changed
and acknowledged the Libyan national transitional council so as to keep its
interests in Libya. Russian support to the Syrian system still prevails since it
rejects any condemnation for any act of the Syrian system there, and Russia
has used the veto against the Security Council resolutions against Syria and
rejected resorting to the military solution in dealing with the Syrian crisis,
while at the same time, Russia confirms resorting to the peaceful resolution.

The study also concluded existences of a group of limitations and motivations
which had the most prominent impact in Russian's various and different
positions regarding the Arab revolutions. These position were represented in
the Russian internal problems, fearing of revolutions, worrying about losing
Russian interests in the Arab regions, and the fear of spreading the political
Islam, and seeking to restore the Russia role in the international system.
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