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ABSTRACT

Pesticides cause a major environmental problem. The excessive uses of
pesticides leave chronic and acute toxic impacts on human health. The present cross-
sectional study is intended to assess knowledge, attitude, practice and prevalence of
toxicity symptoms related to pesticides among farm workers who apply spraying in the
current agricultural year at the cultivated area in Jericho district. Interview

\

questionnaire was used for this purpose.

Knowledge and attitude of interviewed farm workers were relatively high.
Despi:te that, a high percentage of farm workers do not practice the wearing of
prote;tive gear and they re-enter their field at the same day of spraying. Most of the
toxicity symptoms that are related to pesticides appear as a result of this unsafe
behavior. In view of the present study, the most common toxicity Ssymptoms that farm
workers are lik‘ely to have were burning sensation in eyes and face, itching and skin
irritation, cold/breath lessens/chest pain, headache, dizziness and watering eyes. In
addition, a considerable number of farm workers believe that their bodies develop

immunity against the adverse health effects of pesticides.
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PROBLEM STATEMENT, MAIN AIM, SPECIFIC

OBJECTIVES

Problem _Statement: The increasing use of pesticides in agriculture

accompanied with the absence of effective contro] measures, has given raise to growing
concern about the magnitude of the knowledge, attitude and practice of farm workers

y toward these chemicals, and about the magnitude of health risk of farm workers who are
exposed to these chemicals at bultivated area in Jericho district.

.S

The Main_Aim of thjs cross-sectional study is to assess knowledge, attitude

and practice (KAP) among farm workers applying pesticides at cultivated area in Jericho

district. So as to predict and prevent health impact of pesticides.

Specific Objectives:

I- To identify the type of pesticides found at cultivated area in Jericho district.

2- To assess awareness of the farm workers dealing with pesticides.

3- To assess practice of the farm workers dealing with pesticides.

4- To describe the major toxicity Symptoms associated with the use of pesticides.

5- To recommend intervention policies to minimize hazards of pesticides.
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Background

Jericho district is located on the eastern boundary of the West Bank. It extends
from the Dead Sea in the south to the southern part of Fasayil in the north, and from the
eastern slopes of the Jerusalem and Ramallah mountains in the west to the Jordan River
in the east.

\

The district has an a-Iea of approximately 305,000 dunums. Of which 50,000
dunums are used for agricultural purposes. The projected population of Jericho for the
mid year 2002 is 38,968 people (PCBS, 2000). While it has a desert climate, its abundant

water sources give it the character of an Oasis. It is this character that makes it an

important agricultural area, especially for fruits and vegetables (ARIJ, 1995).

Cultivated areas in the Jericho district cover approximately 24,194 dunums. Due
to the limited rainfall combined with the hot weather, irrigated agriculture is dominant in
the district. - Intensive agriculture is practiced from October to May. The cultivated
areas are concentrated in (Jericho) city, Dyouk (Bin ad Duyuk Al foqa and El Tahta),
Nuwe'ma , and Al-Auja (Jericho Agricultural Station, 1994). The following paragraphs

2

talk about the background of each of these areas:

Jericho City is the oldest city in the world, lies 250m below the sea level, with
total area of around 45000 dunums of which 3838 dunums are used for building. This
city is suffering from some problems like the shortage in money and worker resources

that disturb the agricultural progress in it, and limit the use of agricultural area.




