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English Abstract

This thesis examines the late 18th century charitable
complex built by Ahmad al-Jazzar in Akko. The co
endowed in 1200 A.H./1785 A.D. consists of a

congregational mosque (jami'), theological college
(madrasa), library (maktaba), public water fountain (sa&
ablution fountain (shadhrawan), cistern (sahrij), graves
(dharih) and sun-dial (mizwala). The complex is unigus 3
Ottoman Palestine in its size and elaborate architecture &
decoration. \

After a preface and summary of the earlier history of #
the thesis examines al-Jazzar’s complex in three sectic

Section One is divided into four chapters. Chapter One
presents the biography of Ahmad al-Jazzar, the ruler of '
from 1775 to 1804, and examines the ways in which he
collected funds. Chapter Two discusses the political

situation in Akko during his rule, while Chapter Three &
devoted to the economic situation in Akko. Both the
political and economic situations playcd a role in prox
stability and tranquility, the prerequisites for developms
and building. Chapter Four focuses on the building
construction projects in Akko as a whole, both civil ang
military, that al-Jazzar undertook, in order to provide 2 &
picture of his building activities.

Section Two focuses on al-Jazzar’s charitable complex =
includes six chapters. Chapter One describes al-Jazzars
complex, based on historical sources. Chapter Two prese
a description of the complex, its three entrances and the ’



Veo

porticoes surrounding the courtyard of the mosque. Chapter
Three describes the mosque, Chapter Four describes the
other facilities in the complex, while Chapter Five covers the
public fountain in detail. Chapter Six compares the
architecture of the complex with the Mosque of Zahir al-
"Amr in Tiberias, both because of the great importance of
those two buildings and because of their close similarity.

Section Three includes four chapters about the elaborate
decorative elements in the complex. Chapter One describes
the inscriptions, mostly Qur'anic passages of blessings and
lines of poetry, which praise the builder of the complex and
record the dates of construction. Chapter Two is devoted to
the geometric decorations in the complex, which are
particularly extravagant in their style, often using marble and
glazed tiles in a variety of shapes and colors. Chapter Three
covers the vegetable motifs and the ornamental slabs used to
adorn the mosque and public fountain, while Chapter Four
examines the decorative pavements.

A copy of the endowment document of al-Jazzar’s charitable
complex in 1785 follows in an appendix. A set of color
photographs, plans, sections, and other illustrations also
accompanies the text.

The complex has not fared well since al-Jazzar’s day. It has
lost all its sources of endowed funds and is in need of
extensive renovations.



