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Institutional readiness of local bodies in the governorate of Ramallah and
Al Bireh for solid waste management

Abstract

This study was conducted between February and November, 2009, based on three
categories of respondents: heads of local body in the governorate of Ramallah and Al Bireh
(81), the heads of divisions of health and solid waste (6), and experts in the field (13), in a
comprehensive, accidental and purposive sampling respectively. This study is important
because it Completes the previons sthdies in the field of Solid waste at the local level. and
thought to will provide rich scientific material that can be helpful in the formation of joint
services councils, and in planning for solid waste management at the local and perhaps at
the national level.

To achieve the objectives of the study, a questionnaire was designed in five aspects,
demographic information (6 paragraphs), measuring the readiness of local bodies to
manage solid waste in different areas: (possession of information, plans, planning,
coordination and networking, control, physical and human resources, and financing (88
paragraphs), the problems and difficulties that hinder the readiness (25), the means and
mechanisms that promote the readiness (16), and (11 paragraphs) to distinguish the local
bodies from each other. The descriptive method was adopted, and the data was analyzed
and displayed using the Statistical Package For Social Sciences (SPSS) and Excel.

The results showed that the majority of respondents were heads of village councils, holders
of bachelor's degree in the fields of business administration, arabic language and literature,
and engineering. The majority have work experience of (1-5) years. It also showed that the
local bodies, have a weak readiness from the second —level, (avg. 1.61) in solid waste
management in the governorate of Ramallah, while the readiness in the field of information
possession is great - first level. In the areas of planning for solid waste management,
coordination and networking, control, human and financial resources, and funding, the
results showed that the readiness ranges from weak first-level (avg. 1.68-1.99) to weak
second-level (avg. 1.34-1.67).

It may be noted that, the highest readiness was from the first-level (2.01-2.33) in the areas
of possession of information about sources and quantities of wastes, and population density
in the areas served, as well as in domestic funding through the waste collection fees (avg.
2.24).

The readiness appears weaker in the third level (avg. 1:00 to 1:33) in planning for reuse of
solid waste (avg. 1.16), in programs for capacity building (avg. 1.24), and preparing
appropriate staff for future plans (1.26).

The study found that, the most important obstacles for the readiness of local bodies in solid
waste management, great degree in the second-level, are: financial problems (avg. 2.58),
the lack of waste disposal landfill according to international standards (avg. 2.54), lack of
equipments (avg. 2.47), low educational level of waste handing workers (avg. 2.36),
problems related to the Israeli occupation (avg. 2.36), absence of a national plan for solid
waste management (avg. 2.32), the lack of vehicles (avg. 2.28), and the lack of
professional staff (avg. 2.29).



Based on the results, following are the most important means, with averages of great
degrees in the second level, to strengthen the readiness for Solid waste management: a
national plan of integrated solid waste management (avg. 2.52), the implementation of
related laws and legislation (avg. 2.51), effective networking between the parties involved
in the solid waste management (avg. 2.42), and the exchange of available potentials
between the local bodies (avg. 2.35).

Main suggestions of the study are: establishment of a national plan of integrated solid
waste management, activation and implementation of related regulations and laws, the
promotion of cooperation and coordination between local bodies, the exchange of human
and financial capabilities, raise of community awareness about the importance of solid
waste management and related environmental and health impacts, and the work to provide
human and material resources and adequate funding to ensure the success of solid waste
management, at the level of local bodies and national level.
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